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INTRODUCTION. 


India is a strange land, and live in it as long ns wc may, and 
mix vdth its people as much as ive please, we shall to the last be 
constantly liable to stumble upon new moral phenomena to ex- 
cite our “ special wonder.” Dclhie, the gi*cat capital of the 
Mahommudan emperors, is still a large and populous city, the 
residence of the imperial familj^ and one of the principal scats 
of our civil and military establishments: IMecmt two or three 
stages to the east, iMuthura four stages to the south, and Kur- 
naul fom- stages to the north, are three of our largest, most fa- 
shionable and most delightful military stations. The countiy 
around these stations and this great city is among the best peo- 
pled and cultivated parts of our eastern dominions; and yet in 
this, which may be considered the gai'den of India, has the hide- 
ous system which I am about to describe been practised for the 
last ten years unknown to, and, as a sj'stem, unsuspected by, 
any of the Europeans that have visited or resided in it. 

When the murders described in case No. 2 w^ere reported to 
Mr. D. F. McLeod of the Bengal Civil Service, then employ- 
ed in my department, and to myself, by Hurnath Sing the To- 
mundar, we did all we could to get those who might be sentenc- 
ed to imprisonment, and those who might be admitted as 
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King’s evidences^ made over to us for employment; but we were 
told, that the former must imdergo their sentence in the Del- 
hie jail, and that the latter must be unconditionally released. 
It had been a rule with us to promise nothing to offenders 
whose evidence we required but exemption from the punish- 
ments of death and transportation beyond seas. We hoped that 
the evidence of these men might have been obtained upon the 
same terms, and we suspected that the perpetrators of these mur- 
ders belonged to a class of robbers and assassins wh o infest ed 
t he Rajp oot ana states a nd other parts of India in the disguise of 
religious men^cauts. l^d we succeeded at that time in secur- 
ing the services of the men we required we should, no doubt, 
have been enabled to expose the proceedings of those gangs 
much earlier; but I am disposed to think that the delay has 
been usehil, in as much as it has improved our chance of sup- 
pressing the system entirely, and at an early period. The 
proof we have of the murders perpetrated by them since that 
time is perhaps better than any we might have found of the mur- 
ders they had perpetrated before; and our own sj’stem of opera- 
tions for the suppression of such crimes has become better un- 
derstood and appreciated; and our proceedings are now more 
likely to inspire confidence in those to whose judgement thc}^ 
must be finally submitted than they would have been then. 
Here, perhaps, as on all other occasions providence has been 
working for us. 

It was not till after Lieutenant iVljLLs had investigated the 
case No. 1, which had been made over to him by ^Ir. ^Iet- 
CALFE, the Commissioner in the Delhie territories, that we dis- 
covered the munbers of these gangs, and the dreadful extent of 
their depredations. The information which he acquired in this 
case has enabled him since to pursue and apprehend several 
other gangs, with some of their principal leaders, and the great 
founder of this s^'stem of murdering parents for tlie sake of tlicir 
children, KJieama Jcmadaf.~j\s among the ordinary Thug as?o- 
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ciationSj the leaders aud most influential members of the gangs 
have manifested, as soon ns taken, a strong disposition to acknow- 
ledge their transgressions, because they know that their charac- 
ters and proceedings have been already full}' recorded in our of- 
fices, and that we shall have proof abundantly sufficient for their 
final conviction without their own confessions. They make a 
vhtuc of necessity, and try to show that they arc better inform- 
ed and can be more useful than any that have been admitted as 
King’s evidences before them, in tlic hope, that we may extend 
to them also the promise of exemption from the heavier penal- 
ties of the law which they know they have incurred by the more 
prominent part that they have taken in all the murders perpe- 
trated by their gangs. 

Some of the principal leaders and members of these gangs 
seem to have acquired from the Mooltantps, one of the original 
clans of De lliic thugs, t he notion, that the Gp^css Kall cc w ould 
wdllihgly become the patron^s of this as of the other systems of 
murder, and a portion of the slang language used in their opera- 
tions. But under such a system of religion as that of the Hindoos 
men easily persuade themselves, that any course of life to which 
they are strongly tempted by the hope of gain, and by the as- 
surance of impunity from social -and municipal laws, may be 
made acceptable to such a goddess by suitable offerings to her- 
self or to her priests. The greater part of the gangs by whom 
this sy stem of murder, denominated by them Megpunn a, is fol- 
lowed, seem to have assumed the guis e of religious me ndicants; 
and the great founder of their system, Kheama, was consider- 
ed so holy a man by all the people_of the villa g es in the nei g h- 
bourhood of his camp in the Alwar state, that after the arrest 
of himself and his gang by Lieutenant Minns^party, he was en- 
treated to extinguish a fire that had broken out in one of them; 
and by a singular coincidence, the fire ceased as his hands were 
extended towards heaven in prayer for them. 

A.2 
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There seems good ground to believe that th^ystem began 
•w ith the siege 6f Bhurtpore in the year 1826. Parents had, no 
doubt, l ong before this been oc casional ly murdered for the sake 
of their young children in that and in every other part of India 
where children are allowed to be bought and sold; but we have 
no reason to believe that there was, before that time, any gang 
in that or in any other part of India, that followed this system 
of murdering indigent and helpless parents for the sake of their 
children, as an exclusive trade. We have reason to believe that 
it has not yet extended beyond the upper Dooa b, the Delhic 
ter ritories an d the Rajpoo tana and Alwar states ; and the able 
and suecessful exertions of Lieutenant Mills have given me 
reason to hope, that we shall very soon, if well supported and 
assisted by the loeal authorities, be able to suppress the system 
where it has prevailed, and effectually prevent its spreading to 
other parts. It ^vill be seen that these gangs always seleet for 
their victims the parents and grown up children pf distressed 
families who have been driven to emigration by famine or do- 
mestic misfortunes. Brin jaras who, all over India, trade in 
c hildren th at have been stolen fr om their paren ts ; and pr osti- 
tutes,_who purchase those that are good looking wherever t hey 
can get thein^Avill give more for those whose parents arc certified, 
to be dead than for any others, because they have less apprehen- 
sion of such children ever absconding in search of them, or be- 
ing reclaimed by them. In seasons of great and general cala- 
mity, like those by which upper India has been for some years 
past afflicted, great numbci’s of the most respectable families of 
all casts have been rcdimed to indigence, and obliged to emi- 
grate; and the chi ldren o f parents of this description, who have 
been taken great cai’c of and sheltered from the sun, and who 
arc, in consequence, commonly ver^' fiiir, arc those most sought 
after by these murderers. 

In suc h soa sons-oLcalamity thc_ permission to j^nrehase and 
sell children saves, no doubt, a great number from starvation ; 



but as such seasons happily even in India return after long in- 
ten’^als, and as this permission is liable to foster such liorriblc 
crimes as arc here exposed, it had perhaps better be vithlield 
altogether. It is, I believe, understood ■where such purchases of 
children arc permitted, that Avhen they reach the age of matu- 
rity the}’’ shall be free to go where they please; but who shall 
say into what hands or into what country such children shall 
be transferred before that time comes. If Hindoos, they must 
become outcasts in their own religion; and in nine cases in ten 
they become, I believe, Mussulmans in order to secure a recog- 
nition of civil and social rights in some circles of society above 
the very lowest. Lieutenant Mills, in liis letter of the 15th Oc- 
tober 1838, states, “This system of murdering indigent parents 
“ for their children has been flourishing since the siege of Bhurt- 
“porc in 1826, and the cause of their confining their depreda- 
“ tions to this class of people seems to have been, the great dc- 
“ mand they found for these children in all parts of the country, 
“ and the fiicility uith which they inveigled their, parents into 
their society. They were in the habit of disposing of the fe- 
“male children thus obfeiincd for very large sums to respectable 
“natives, orTo the pro stitutes ofJ;he different cities they visited; 
“ and they found this system more lucrative than that of mur- 
“ dering travellers in good circumstances; and less likely to be 
“brought to the notice of the local authorities, as enquiries 
“ were seldom made after the victims by their sundving rela- 
“ tions.” 

“ These gangs, contrary to the customs of those whose pro- 
“ ceedings are now so well known to us, invariabl y take their 
“ familie s with them on their expeditions ; and the female mem- 
“bers of the gangs are g enerally employed as inveig lers. to win^ 
‘^the confidence of the emigrant families th ey fall in with on 
“ the road . They introduce these families to the gang, and they 
“ are prevailed upon to accompany them to some place suitable 
“ fer their designs upon them, where the parents are murdered 
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by the men, while the women take care of the children. After 
throwing their bodies into the river or otherwise disposing of 
“ them, the men return to their women in the camp; and when 
I the children enquire after their parents, they are told, that 
^ they have sold them to certain members of the gang and de- 
“ parted. If they appear to doubt the truth of these assertions 
“ they are deterred from further enquiries by a threat of instant 
“ death. They are allowed to associate freely uith the fami- 
‘'lies of the murderers; and in a few days their grief subsides, 
“ and they become reconciled to their fate. The female chil- 
‘‘ dren are either adopted by members of the gang, or sent in 
charge of the women to be disposed of. They find a ready 
sale for them among the Brinjaras, many of whom ai*c con- 
“ nected with these gangs in their murderous trade, and all of 
“ them are well known in upper India to traffick in children. 
"These Brinjaras resell the children to the prostitutes of the 
different cities, who soon become acquainted with the fate of 
" their parents; and are much pleased to learn it, as it relieves 
them of all apprehension that they^ will ever come to reclaim 
" them.” 

"The numejrlcal_strength of these Megpunna gangs as far as 
I can yet leam are between three and four hundred persons 
"over and above what I have already secured; and many of 
^^them have living udth them the unhappy orphans of respcct- 
^^able parents whom they murdered. I fear, however, that the 
‘'gangs will hereafter be found more numerous, though I have 
"here given the names and descriptive rolls of all who arc known 
" to those whom I have as yet admitted as approvers. Indeed, I 
" am disposed to think that the greater part of the Hindoo Brin-' 
"jara tribes practice this system of murder; but I ain not at 
" present in possession of sufficient evidence to authorise the ap- 
" prehension of any. The conviction of these gangs for specific 
" acts of murder is attended with considerable difficulty from 
" their practice of throwing the bodies of their victim^ into the 



7 


" I'ivers, near which they arc commonly mnrdcrccl ; and from the 
" obstacles we find in tracing and recovering the children who 
« have become inmates in the Zenanas of rcsjicctablc people, or 
“ the establishments of common prostitutes, who all consider 
" themselves justified in the purchase of them.*' They arc so, 1 
" fear, from the existing regulations — at least the purchase has 
"^not hitherto been considered a crime, particularly during the 
“ late famine when hundreds of children were bought and sold 
« daily/’ 

Lieutenant iMinns had great difliculty in recovering the chil- 
dren taken in the Thunaiscir affair described in case No. 5. “ I 
"had, he says, many obstacles to contend with in collecting the 
"evidence for this case, owing to the children having been sold 
" to the pi'ostitutcsof Kurnaul,who were perfectly well acquaint- 
" cd with the fate of their j^arents, while the traflick in children 
" has been in a measure countenanced by the local authorities. 
" The ]jurchasers were of course most unwilling to deliver them 
" up. Indeed, I was most reluctantly compelled to promise that 
“ they should be exempted from punishment, and that the chil- 
" dren should be returned to them after the trial, ere I could suc- 
" ceed in recovering any of them. The Magistrate of the dis- 
“ trict refused to allow my people to search for these children 
“ unless I furnished him with proof of their exact residence, 
"which was out of my power, in consequence of the length of 
" time that had elapsed since the murder of their parents. I sent 
“ one of my native officers on this duty, and he failed in rcco- 
“ vering any of the orphans, and told me that thej* had certainly 
" all been made away with. I was, hoAvever, so satisfied of tlic 
" correctness of ray approver’s statements, that I sent my Shcrish- 
" tadar (Judicial Officer) with instructions to spare neither trou- 
^ “ ble nor expense in his efforts to recover some of the children, 
“ and after two month’s exertions, he succeeded in getting eight 

• When the children arc found they are often too young to be admittccl as com- 
petent evidences at the trial. ' i 
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“ of them ; and they gave me all the particulars of the murder 
“ of their parents, and most satisfactorily recognized the greater 

part of the gang.” 

That our government has defects, must be obvious to every 
one "who has travelled much over India with the requisite quali- 
fications and dispositions to observe and judge ; but I believe 
that life, property and character are more secure, an d all the ir 
advantages are more freelj’^ enjoyecFnow than under any fonner 
government of this country hdlli vdioselnstory we arc acq uaint- 
ed ; and few men have travelled more over the country, i-ead 
more of its history, mixed more unreservedly with the people of 
all classes, or observed more of the effects of om’ administi’ation 
and those of native states upon their welfare and happiness than 
I have. I believe also that fife, property and character arc at the 
present time less seem-ejn th(^terntqne¥bf tlm ind^^ndant 
nativ e chi efs of the country than they are in our own. What 
jseems to me now most wanting to improve that security, is the 
interposition of some authority between the Thanadam, or head 
police officers of small divisions of territory, and the jMagistratc ; 
and an mereased rate of salary to the Thanadavs themselves, and 
to those employed under them. These Thanadars and those un- 
der them are at present so very inadequately paid, that corrup- 
tion among them excites no feelings of odium or indignation in 
the minds of those among whom they live and serve. These 
feelings are rather directed against the government that places 
them in situations of so much labour and responsibility with sa- 
laries so inadequate ; and thcreb3’^ confers upon them virtually a 
kind of license to pay themselves bj' preying upon those whom 
they are emplo^’^cd ostcnsihly to protect. The}’’ know that with 
such salaries thc}’^ can never have the reputation of being ho- 
nest, however faithfull}’^ thej' ma}" discharge their duties ; and 
it is too hard to expect that men will long submit to the ncccs- 
sit}' of being considered connipt without reaping some of the ad- 
vantages of comiption. 
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Let the Thanadars have such salaries as will enable them to 
maintain then' families in comfort, and keep up that ajipcarance 
of respectability which their stations in society demand, or, say 
one hundred rupees a month; and over every three or four Tha- 
nadar’s jurisdictions let there be an ofliccr appointed upon a 
higher scale of salary, to supervise and control their proceedings, 
and submit them for the consideration of the Magistrate. To 
these higher stations the Thanadam will be able in time to look 
forward as their reward for a faithful and zealous discharge of 
their duties. At present our IMagistratcs arc every where over- 
worked from that laborious attention to petty details which ne- 
cessarily arises from their distrust in every thing that is done, 
WTitten, or said by their subordinates. Remove that feeling of 
distrust by giving them subordinate agency of higher character, 
and the work will be much better and much more easily done 
than it has ever j^et been in this country. 

There is one great evil which afflicts and always has afflicted 
the countiy, and which no government but a very strong one 
could attempt to eradicate. This is the mass of religious men- 
dicants wh o^infcst-cvcry-part of India, and subsist ujimillm Hants 
of all manner of crime , and upon the fears of the people.^ They 
none of them depend, or condescend to be supposed to depend, 
upon any feeling of charity for their subsistence — they act open- 
ly and boldly upon the fears of those from whom they demand 
assistance; and they every where deprive the real objects of 
charity of that share of the produce of the land and the labour 
of the country that they require, and would otherwise receive. 
In the time of the Emperor Sh ah Jehan, gome t wo hundred years 
ago, their numbers were estimated at eight hundrecLthousandL 
Mahommudan Fakeers, and twelve hundred thousand Hindoo 
Byr agees, or followers of Vishnoo, and Goosaens, or followers 
of Sewa, and I should think they had increased since veiy much. ’ 
Taveunibr, who had travelled several times over India, obsen’^es, 

“ The Fakeers are a sort of people that profess a renunciation 
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of the world, and live upon alms ; but arc indeed veiy rascals. 

They reckon that there are in India eight hundi’ed thousand of 
“ these Mahomraudans, and twelve hundred thousand Idolatei’S,'^ 
“ They are aU of them vagabonds and la zy dron es; and dazzle 
“ the eyes of the people Avith a false zeal, and make them believe 
“ that whatev er comes out of their mou th is ai?~ofaclc :”t The 
Hindoo portion of these mendicants are Che^das (disciples) of 
goroos (high priests,) who are settled at different places of 
great supposed sanctity, where they have temples richly endow- 
ed with lands that they hold rent-free for the use of these temples 
from the government within whose territories they reside. Eacli 
of these goroos has a number of these disciples whom he sends 
into all parts of India ostensibly to beg, and to visit distant 
shrines in their own and their master’s name. They return 
after long intervals, and bring back ^vith them to their high 
priests contributions in money and other valuables that ena- 
ble them often to maintain the appearance and establish- 
ments of princes. Sometimes they remain absent for ten years 
together, or remain and settle in distant provinces, bearing only 
the name of their apostles, to whom they send occasional contri- 
butions, and in return receive the delegated powers of filling up 
vacancies by death and other pri\’ilegcs. The Mahommudnn por- 
tion of these mendicants are, in the same manner, disciples of 
the hi gh p riests of shrines who send them forth into distant 
countri es to bog and bri ng back contributions; and it was by 
such contributions that Nizam-ood-Deen OulEca was at Dclhie 
enabled to vie with the Emperor Tughluck Shah in the splen- 
dour of his establishments. He was supposed to have the Ditslol 
Ghyh, or supernatural purse ; but hisjdisciplcs were per^ps in 
reali ty the first assassins by profession in In dia, and the real 
foun ders of that great sy stem of mu^crjsyhich had taken roo t 
thr oughout every .quartcr_of India_when our operations began. 


’ r.-irt n. n. h. cit.ij). n. 
I I’.irt U. B. iii. Cliij). ii. 
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Tliree-fourths of thcsc religious mcndiciaiits, whether Hindoos 
or jMahommudans, rob and steal, and a very great portion of 
them murder tlieir victims before ihcy rob them; but they have 
not any of them as a class been found to follow the trade of 
murder so exclusively as to be brought properly within the scope 
of our operations. In 1833 I\Ir. McLeod arrested in Malwa, 
Rajpootana, and other parts of Central India several gangs of 
Hindoo mendicants who had been guilty of the most atrocious 
crimes; but in despair of being able to conviet them before any 
of our courts of any specific murder, or to bring them legiti- 
mately under our jurisdiction, we were ultimately obliged to re- 
lease the whole, though satisfied that they were in reality mur- 
derers and robbers. Since that time we have had in our cus- 
tody in different parts of India many gangs of these mendi- 
cants under different denominations who were evidently _rob7_ 
bers , and who fi,*equently murdered their vi ctim s before th ey 
robbed them; but we Avere obliged to leave them to be dealt 
Avith by the ordinaiy Magistrates as common offenders. There 
is hardly any species of crime that is not throughout India per- 
petrated by men in the disguise of these religious mendicants; 
and almost all such mendicants arc really men in disguise, for 
Hindoos of any cast can become Byragees and Goosaens; and 
Mahommudans of any grade can become Fakeers. 

In their holy garb they easil y p revail upon unwary traA^ellcrs 
to rest Avith them in some solitary part of the high road, or in 
some retired bj^e path into which they have beguiled them from 
the high road; and to smoke AAUth them tobacco or drink milk 
i n Avhich th ey have mixejd.u p dutoora. o r some other deleterious 
drug Av hich deprives them of their se nses in _a -feAv_jninutes.__ 
They then rob them, and leave them to di e from t he poison; or 
strangle them if they happen to be from that part of the coun- 
try in Avhich they Avish to reside, that they may not cross their 
path again. Men who follow this system of poisonmg,as_a pro- 
fession jwe^to be found in the disguise^of religious mendicants 

B 2 
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in ^all pa rts of India; and they all pretend to be the disciples of 
h igh priests of temples of great note and suppo sed sanctity. 
Great numbers gain their livelihood by worming into the do- 
mestic history of wealthy or respectable families, and for a time 
representing any lost member who happens to have been killed 
^ in action, or to have died in foreign seiwice. 

The civil and militaiy establishments of the native chiefs arc, ■ 
like our own, 611 ed by men whose families reside in distant pro- 
vinces; and hundreds of such people disappear cve:^’’ year with- 
out their families knowing veiy precisely how, smcc they have 
no where any register of deaths to refer to. This practice be- 
comes the more easy from the circumstance of so many members 
of docent families every 3^car taking to this vagrant life, either 
from choice or fr'om domestic disputes. The family that has 
lost a member in foreign service after long years of hope com- 
monly clings at last to this, tliat they^ may some daj^ sec him re- 
turn in the disguise of a religious mendicant Others continue 
to become the honoured guests of decent families for a season, 
and when about to depart persuade the credulous hostess, during 
the absence of her husband, that the}’- wish, as a return for such 
kind entertainment, to change all her silver into gold! In the 
fond hope of suqwising her husband with the sight of unhoped- 
- for treasure, she confides to the hoty man all her own silver or- 
naments, and all those that she has been able to boiTow upon 
one pretence or another from her neighbours. In the last stage 
of the long and mysterious process, ly the help of a little le- 
gerdemain the whole seems to have been safely deposited in an 
ah’7}}bic, which is not on any account to be opened till the ope- 
rator returns from the dhtanf Junr/Jc with the indispensable fruit 
or flower that is not to be gathered till the last stage, and then 
onl}' in the dark. After some sleejflcss nights of c.xpcctatioJi 
the poor woman opens her alnnhic and finds nothing but stones 
or ashes. 
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While I was in the civil charge of the district of Jubbulporc 
in the year 1829, a respectable shop-keeper ran out to me one 
morning, as I I’ode through the town, in a fit of desperation, and 
complained of one of these religious mendicants who was, he 
said, robbing his family" of their broad by exacting every day 
more than ho could pay. The man was standing at the thrcsliold 
of his door with his head leaning forward, and the blood trickling 
down over liis nose from a cut in his forehead. I liad him brought 
to me, and I found upon his cheeks numerous dry unwashed 
channels over Avhich blood had been flowing upon the thresholds 
of other men; and as many gashes upon his forehead as ever- 
disfigured the crown of Banquo’s ghost. I asked him what he 
had been about ; and he told me, that this was the mode in 
which he gained his bread. “He asked charity at the dooi*s of 
“those whp could, he thought, afford to give it; and if they did 
“not attend to his demands, he made a cut in his forehead with 
“ a little razor that he held in his liand, and let his blood drop 
“ upon their thresholds which generally brought them to their 
“ senses. But, said he; the people of this ungodly town are get- 
“ting worse and worse every day; and you see to what a state 
“ they have reduced me by their obstinacy.” He was severely 
pryiished and turned out of the district; and when people found 
that I Avas not afi’aid to bring the curses of these godly people 
upon myselfi they exposed all the modes of this system of exac- 
tion of which I had never before heard, though I had been 
nineteen years in India. I learnt that in almost every city in 
India were to be found men of the same kind, and others who 
exacted money by presenting themselves before the doors of 
respectable families with their bodies covered Avith whatever 
might be considered the most offensive to the seiises of the in- ' 
mates, and there standing and performing Avhatever acts might ‘ 
be considered disgusting, till they got whatever they demanded. ’ 
To get rid of them, and to avoid the effects of their curses, the 
people give them Avhat they demand, and they demand as much 
as they think people can afford to give; and Avherc the police is 



lax, they divide . the people of a town as a land of property 
among themselves, each having his select number to prey upon. 

A strong Government, as I believe ours now to be, may 
without any great risk of offending the great mass of the people, 
or the influential members of society, attack this, abominable 
system of religious mendicity root and branch; and by degrees 
eradicate the evil almost entirely. It may attack the root by a 
fiscal Regulation, rendering it incumbent upon every Hindoo 
high priest of a temple, and every Mahommudan high priest 
of a mosque or mausoleum who holds rent-free ’lands under Go- 
vernment, to recall all his disciples forthwith within the limits 
of the small police jurisdiction within which the endowed build- 
ing is situated; and they should aU be boimd to do this udthin 
a certain time on pain of forfeiture of their lands. Government 
may attack the branches of the system by a vagrant act, autho- 
rizing Magistrates every where to compel all able bodied im- 
pudent and unseemly religious mendicants to leave their dis- 
tricts, and return to their high priests within a certain number 
of days; and if found within their districts after that time, to con- 
fine them to hard labour for a limited period under a requisi- 
tion of security that they shall immediately leave their districts, 
and never appear in them again. All people will, I believe, be 
pleased with such a measure, it will relieve them from the ne- 
cessity of feeding a mass of drones for whom they have hitherto 
provided merely from a dread of their curses. It is a rule with 
me, whenever I expose an evil, to suggest at the same time if 
possible, the remedy; and I have here suggested that which 
seems to me most likely to be effectual, and the least open to ob- 
jections. 

I should mention that by the exertions of hlnjor Orsr,r,KY,who 
has the civil charge of the district of lloshungabad, on the Ner- 
budda river, and to ColojicI SuTiiKiUiANi), the British Kcsidt'Ut 
at Gwalior, it has been discovered, that some daring robberies 
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which have lately taken place in that district, were perpetrated 
by gangs formed of the disciples of some high priest residing 
in the Gwalior states, some three Imndrcd miles from the scene 
of action to the north, and receiving almost divine honours from 
the country around him. The same gangs extend their depre- 
dations into our districts to the west and north as well as the 
south. It would not, I should think, be difficult to prevail 
upon the independent native chiefs to join with us in the at- 
‘ tempt; and command all high priests of endowed temples, to 
recall their disciples forthwitli on pain of forfeiture of the lands 
they hold rent-firce. Such a measure, adopted simultaneously 
by all the native chiefs, would enable our jNIagistratcs wth the 
better grace to send “their wanderei-s home,” wherever they 
might find them;_^and if those chiefs should, as tlicy probably 
most of them would, be afraid to join with us in attacking the 
branches of the system as well as the roots, they would only have 
to maintain a certain number of mischievous drones that would 
othenvise be sent back upon our districts for subsistence. 

As a preparatory measure, it might be well to request every 
Collector in the country, to ascertain and record the name of 
every disciple belonging to every high priest, whether Hindoo 
or Mahommudan mthin his CoUectorate. The next step would 
be to require, that they should recall Avithin a certain time all 
who might be absent; and allow none that are present to absent 
themselves. The third would be to direct that they should 
adopt no more without special permission fi:om the constituted 
authorities ; and to authorise the Magistrates of districts to pro- 
ceed against all who are found wandering in their obscenity 
and insolence. Thousands and tens of thousands would, under 
the operation of these quiet measures, every year be constrained 
to throw off their garb of pretended sanctity, and to earn their 
bread, like other men, by the sweat of their brow. 


W. H. SLEEMAN. 




SUBSTANCE -of a Conversation held hy Licidcnant jNfiLLS idtk 
different Thvg Approvers of the Meypuna caste. 

Khema, Jemadar, Approver. 

Question. What is your profession? 

Answer. Mcgjtunaj signifying murdering travellers for their 
children, and which was fii-st introduced hy the IMooltanec 
Bunjarrahs. 

Q. How many different castes of men and women practice 
this system of Thuggee? 

A.‘ Almost all classes of people, viz. 

Rajpoot. 

Bunjarrahs. 

Naek. 

Meena. 

Saprailla, alias Kailbaillce. 

Goojur. 

Chumar. 

Dhanuck. . 

Mussulman. 

Q. What is your real caste? 

A. Rajpoot, and for the last forty years I have been a disci- 
ple of A lickcaig. 

Q, How long has this system of murdering travellers for their 
children been carried on? 

• A. Since the capture of Bhu rtpore. 

} Q. In what parts of the country do your gangs cany on their 
• depredations? 

A. In the J eipor e, Be ekan eer, and Bhurtpore states, and in all 
parts of upper India. 

■ c 
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Q. You ai'e in the habit of talcing yonr wves with you on 
expeditions. In what manner do you employ them ? 

A. Yes, we always take them with us, and employ them in in- 
veigling travellers with their families, and thej’’ receive charge of 
the children while we are^ murdering their parents. 

Q. Are the children of the murdered people sent under charge 
of the female Thugs to be disposed of ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you worship any Goddess, and invoke her name by 
the sacrifice of a goat, or in any other wa^-^ ? 

A. Yes, we make an offering to the Goddess Kallee by the 
sacrifice of a goat on opening an ‘expedition, and preserve a por- 
tion of the plunder we acquire by the sale of the children, which 
is spent in purchasing sweetmeats, and is disbursed in the name 
of Kallee bj”^ the Jemadar of the gang. 

Q, You say your operations ai'C conducted under the auspi- 
ces of the Goddess Kallee; why, I always understood she forbid 
Thugs murdering female travellers 

A. Yes, she did, and by not paying attention to her man- 
dates, w'e always thought our associations would be broken up. 

Q. You invariably preserve the lives of children and sell them 
sometimes to respectable natives. How do you account for their 
not relating the fate of their parents and not having caused your 
apprehension long ago ? 

A. We never allow the children to witness the murder of 
their parents, and the purchasers arc always glad to find there is 
no chance of their being recognized by their relatives in the event 
of the children disclosing the fate of their parents. 

Govauu, Approver. 

Q. You were, I understand, confined by the Paloundeo chief 
five ycai-s ago, for kidnapping children; where did yon get them? 

A. Yes, I mnrdcred in company with a large gang of Tlnigs-I 
ciiiht travclU'rs at llclochc]>orc, and took six of llioir children 
with four Ollier I'ling'^ to Paloundce. and the Kajah, hcaVing ol 
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our arrival, ordered us (o be arrested, aud we were kept iu jail 
four months. 

Q. What became of the children ? 

A. The Paloundcc chief took them away from us, and sent 
them to the Commissioner of Delhic. 

Q. After yowr release from Paloundcc did you ever go on 
Thuggee ? 

OO 

A. Yes, I have never had any other occupation. 

Q. Y'liat price were you in the habit of getting for the chil- 
dren you obtained ? 

A. We formerly used to get 80 or 100 Rupees for fair good 
looking children. 

Jewun, Approver. 

Q. You were confined in the Muttra jail for Thuggee three 
years ago ? 

A. Yes, I murdered four people at Hussccagungc, and one of | 
the Bnnjarrah Thugs being dissatisfied with the division of the 
plunder, went and related the particulars of the murder to the 
Thanadar, who an-csted twenty-two of us. , 

Q. Were any children of the mimdercd people recovered ? 

A. Yes, six of them ; one of -whom a boy, named Girdharce, re- 
cognized me and told the Magistrate I had murdered his pai'cnts 
with a sworR 

Q. How came you to escape punislmient on that occasion ? 

A. Owing to some discrepancies in the statement of the boy, 
who did not Avitness the murder of his parents; but we attribut- 
ed our success in getting released on this occasion, to the God- 
dess Kallee, and we disbursed 24 Rupcss in her name, among 
the Brahmins and poor people. 

Moosmt. Ujiree alias Kiiumba. 

Q. How- long have you been confined in the Delhic jail, and 
for Avhat crime ? 
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A. About six years ; and for the murder of three travellers 
near Delhie. 

Q. How came this murder to be brought to light ? 

A. The children of the murdered people were recognized by 
some of their relatives who detailed the particulars of the mur- 
der of their parents. 

Q, How many of your sons were concerned in tliis murder? 

A. Three, who were all hung, as well as two others of my 
relations. 

Q. I understand you were formerly a Thirg Jemadarnee. Is 
I this correct? 

A. Yes ; my husband had a gang of forty or fifty men and 
women, whom I always accompanied on Thuggee. 

Q. Did you ever perform tlie office of Lughandoss or 
strangler ? 

1 A. No, the female Thugs are only employed in taking charge 
i^of the children of the murdered people. 

Roopla, son of ISIoosmt. Umree. 

Q. Did you still continue murdering travellers after hearing 
of the fate of your mother, and three brothers at Delhie? 

A. I was very much distressed at hearing of their fate, and 
left off Thuggee for several years, but I commenced it agjiin 
about a year ago, and perpetrated the murders of Soneput, 
Thunaiseir and Furrucknuttecar. 

Q. Have you ever communicated vdth your mother Umrcc, 
during the time she has been confined in the Delhie jail ? 

A. No. 

Q. I believe you got Rookmunce after the murder of her pa- 
rents near Delhie; how many times has she accompanied you on 
Thuggee ? 

A. Yes, I took her at the valuation of 80 Rupees, and she 
has been present at two afiaim, the Kurnaul and 7’iumaisoir. 

Q. Was she aware of your occujjution when she came to live 
with you ? 
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A. No, she was veiy young when she first eaine to live with 
me. 

Q. Has she ever seen you actually murder travellers with 
the Roomal? 

A. No, we always murder our victims at night, and our wo- 
men merely take charge of the childi*en of the travellers in our 
sirkee or tents. 

Q. How did you get your other wife Radha? 

A. She is the wife of Kdiooshalla, and I fell desperately in 
love with her and induced her to run off with me. 

Q. Has she ever been present at any murder ? 

A. Yes, she was at the Kurnaul and Thunaiseir alfairs. 

Q. Did not the people of yom: village make any remarks at 
seeing a woman of the Jatnee caste living with you ? 

A. I do not thinjc she was ever seen, as she was seldom al- 
lowed to go out of my house. 

Rookmunee, a woman of the Jatnee caste whose pareiits xocre 

murdered at Delhie. 

Q. How long have you been living with Roopla. 

A. About six or seven years, or after the murder of my pa- 
I'ents near Delhie. 

Q. Did you witness the murder of your parents ? 

A. No, they were murdered at night, and the following 
morning, the two sisters of my husband about 8 or 10 years of 
age, were taken to Delhie and sold to some prostitutes, and I 
was adopted by Roopla Jemadar. 

Q. Were you aware of the occupation of Roopla when you 
went to live with him ? 

A. No, I was not at first, but he afterwards told me of the 
manner he gained a livelihood. 

Q. Did you ever inquire of Roopla what became of your rela- 
tions ? 

A. Yes, I asked him frequently, and he (old me my parents 
had sold me to him for 80 Rupees. 
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Q. Have you ever accompanied him on Thhggee ? 

A. Yes^ I went with him on three expeditions^ and was pre- 
sent at the Kurnaul and Thunaiseir affairs. 

Q. Did you see any people murdered on these occasions ? 

A. No, I was employed in taking charge of the children and 
preventing them bewailing the loss of their parents, who arc 
always taken some distance from the sirkee or tents of the gang. 

Q, Did you feel no compunction in aiding and abetting in 
the acts of these Assassins, and seeing poor unfortunate chil- 
dren bereaved of their parents ? 

A. I lived two years with Roopla before I went on an expe- 
dition, and became reconciled to the course of Ufe I was obliged 
to lead, and at the same time knew that his sole occupation was 
murdering travellers for their childi’en and therefore felt less 
compunction than I otherwise should have done in rendering 
my assistance. 


Radiia, a woman of the Jatnee caste. 

Q. Where were your parents murdered ? 

A. Near the village of Dunkarce in the Boohindshuhur dis- 
trict. 

/ Q. How man}'’ Thugs were present on this occasion ? 

•/ A. Between forty and fifty. 

Q. Did you witness the murder of your parents? 

A. No, they were murdered during the night, and I and niy 
two young brothers were entrusted to the charge of the female 
Thugs, and we were offered for sale a few days aftenvards to 
some gypsies, who would not give a sufficient sum for me, and I 
was subsequently adopted by Saiga Jemadar, a rolatioii of 
Khcma. 

Q. Have you ever beard any thing of your two brothers, since 
tlic murder of your parents ? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you been in the liabit of accom])anyiug your adopt- 
ed luwband on ''i'huggec since you liave been living with him ? 



A. Yes. I have boon on tlircc or four expeditions witli him. 

Q. A poor I'akccrnee woman was nnirdered in yonr house 
at Jonlcc eight or nine months ago; did yon feel no eomjnine- 
tion in taking charge of her children during tlic time yonr lius- 
hand was employed in strangling her? 

A. I was compelled to obey the ordci-s of my Inisband, who 
directed me to prevent the cliildrcn making a noise. 

Q. What time of the day was this woman murdered? 

A. About 12 o'clock, and her body was covered over with 
clothes, and removed during the night by my adojited Inisband, 
Ilurrcc Sing and others. 

Q. What became of her three children? 

A. They were sold to Khoshallcc Ihmjarrah for 20 Rupees. 

OoPAKOOn, the adoptal wife of Snhfn Bnvjarruh. 

Q. Where were yonr parents mnrdcrcd? 

A. Near 3Inthra about five years ago, and I was adopted by 
Saiga Bunjan-ah, and my two sistens and brotlicrs were taken 
away by tbe Tiiugs and disposed of, since which 1 have never 
seen them. 


Jewuk Doss. 

Q. Were you present at the murder of this woman’s ])arcnfs, 
and can you toll me what became of her two sisters and Ijrothcr? 

A. Yes, I was present on that occasion, but can give no in- 
formation regarding her sisters who were sold to some Bunjar- 
rahs. 


Agaji Oodakooh, the adopted wife of Sah/a. 

Q. Have you ever accompanied your adopted husband on 
Thuggee? 

A. I have been on two expeditions. 

Q. Wlien you discovered your adopted husband was a pro- 
fessional Thug, did you not attempt to make your escape, and 
relate to the police the fate of your parents? 
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A. I often thought of doing so, but for tlic firet six months I 
was watched day and niglit, and I afterwards became reconcil- 
ed to my fiite, and used to assist mj husband by taking cliarge 
of the children of the people he murdered. 

Kaxeh Doss, Appraiser. 

Q. You were concerned in the Kurnaul and Tlmnaiseir af- 
fairs, can you tell me what became of the child Goorbux took 
home ■with him ? 

A. Yes, I was present at both these affairs, but cannot say 
what Goorbux did with the ehild he adopted. Koopla says he 
saw the child with Goorbux when he was arrested, and hoard 
afterwards of its death. 

Q- You also adopted one of the children of the people who 
were murdered at Tlmnaiseir? 

A. Yes, Nou'la gave mo a Brahmin boy as I lost my only .son 
on that expedition whom I intended adopting, but he unfor- 
tunately died of fever. 

Ag.vm Kiiema, Jemndnr. 

Q. You have, I believe, served with the KajlbaiUcc_Iliugs : 
under what disguise do they carry on their depredations? 

A. They arc of the Jottec caste, and c.arrv snakes with them, 
and perform all kinds of tricks, and the poor travellers are thus 
induced to join them and witness their religious feats witli these 
animals. 


Kuema. 

Q. Do these men also carr}* on their murderous avocations, 
under the auspices of the Goddess Kallec ? 

A. Yes, they invariably pro}htiate her name by the sacriruv 
of a goat. 

Q. Has not Mecanauth, the Jemadar of these gang'', an 
adopted wife whose parents he munlcred ? 

A. Vos, and so has Luckurnath. and another of his gang. 


2'i 

3IrN<;{:i. J)ops, Jp/>?vrn\ 

Q. How long liavc you prnctieeil Thuggee V 
A. Since ilic Nubbeca Sal, or about five yeai-a ago, 

Q. You arc, 1 believe, n Kofwall, what may be the duties of 
that office ? 

A. Ye?, I am a Kotwall, and my duly consists in arranging 
with the Zemindars of the village for firewood and atta for the 
gang, and I keep the accounts of each member of the gang. 

Q. Your brother Ghuttalopc, I undci-stand, is a Jemadar of 
Thugs. Is this the case ? 

A. He is not in the hal)it of going on c.\pcditions, but he re- 
ceives his share of the property plundered. 

(Tri I c T ransl a t i on s. ) 

(Signed) C. E. 31ILJ.S, 

A G. S. 


JuUJJUli Ai'FAin. Murder of a vian, hh wife, and bfmd child, 
loith her sister and her grown up son, for the sake of two girls. 
Dceemher, 1837. * 

Nine members of this gang were arrested in the month of 
December, 1837, in the teriitory of the Nawab of Jhujjur 
after the murder of a man, his wife, and infant ehild. Ids sister 
and her gromi up son twenty years of age, five persons, for 
the sake of two girls whom th ey sold for on c ^ hundred ai^ forty 
Rupees. They were taken to the Nawab of Jhujjur, who sent 
them to Mr. Metcali^e, the Delhie Commissioner, who made 
over the case for investigation to his assistant Lieutenant Ro- 
binson.* They were subseqiientlj' made over to Lieutenant 


* Mr. liobinsoii stilted in a letter written on tills occasion, that lie had liardly 
ever before seen such beautiful cliildrcn .as those whose parents had been murdered 
in this affair. 
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Mills, of the Thuggee Suppression Department at ]\Ieenit, wlio 
committed the whole nine persons for trial to Mr. Bensox, the 
Sessions Judge at Meerut, on the 26th June, 1838. His proceed- 
ings in the case were forwarded for revision and final orders to 
the Supreme Criminal Comt at Allahabad on the 7th July, and 
on the 18 th of that month the following sentence was passed 
by that Court : 

Dheera, son of Hurlal, imprisonment for life at hard labour in 
irons. 


Rambuksh, son of Pertaub, ditto ditto ditto. 

Khyda, son of Munsa, ditto ditto ditto. 

Bukhta, alias Bhugta, Son of Hurkishtm, ditto ditto. 
Hunsoo, daughter of Donga, imprisonment for life at labour 
suited to her sex. 

lluttouree, daughter of Mukoon, ditto ditto ditto. 


For being accessories af- 
ter the fact in purchasing 


Autee, son of Rildia, to impri-l ter the fact in purchasinjr 
. f !- ) the two children Birkcc and 

sonment for , yeai-s. ^ < Chundoo of ibc other priso- 

Kooslce, daughter of Jussa, ditto. J ners knowing them to have 

(been unlawfully obtained. 

In this case it will be better to give the depositions of tlic 
parties as they were taken before the local authorities than to 
attempt to malce a narrative of the affair from them. The two girls 
were, after the trial, made over by Lieutenant jSIili.s to jMi'S* 
Colonel Wnisii,to be educated at the native school established at 
Meerut. “They are, he says, very pretty and interesting chil- 
dren, and will, I have no doubt, be taken great care of.” 


Depositiox of Sheikh Nusscer ollah Rcsaldar,in the sciwiccof 
the Nawab of Jhujjur in the Dclluc Tciritory, 24th December, 
18.37. Before the Nawab of Jhujjur. 

Muloka Kular,of Aeknuj, came to me about five days iigo,.'Uul 
reported that two jicrsons had come to his house with two girls 
and lodged. I sent with him Fakcer ollah. one of my Bargeersi 
(troopers.) to sec who they' were. On his arrival, t>ne ol the girb. 
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by name Birkee, began to weep; and on the man asking why 
she did so, she said, that these people had killed their mother 
and fatlier, and their fiither’s sister and her son, and brought 
them to this place. The trooper, on hearing this, brought the 
woman Haslee, and the man Autec, with the two girls to me; 
and I put the two persons in the stocks, and asked Autee 
what he had done. He told me that his friends would soon 
secure and bring me the offender Dhccra. 

I went yesterday myself to the village of Bju'ee, and an old 
person of that place told me, that t\vo‘of their people had gone in 
search of Dheera, and that I should be informed of the result. 
The two girls on being questioned by me, stated, that Dheera 
and six other pei'sons had strangled live of their relations, their 
father and mother, their father’s sister and her son, and their 
younger sister, on the left bank of the Jumna. On asking 
Autee, he said, that he had purchased these two girls from 
Dheera and others for one hundred and forty nipees in the vil- 
lage of Chohar near Bisahun, and paid the money for them, 
that they had received the children from them in the jungle an 
hour before day light, and that Ramdeen Tomundar had caused 
them to give him a brass lotah (jug) and two Rupees. 

Autee said, that one .of the party, Hydei*, was at Rohtuk, but 
he did not know where the rest were. 

Deposition of Birkee, a girl, by caste a Jat, and about twelve 
years of age, daughter of Nunda, of the village of Donea near 
Jeipore, 24th December 1837. Before the Nawab of Jhujjur. 

About three years ago, in the time of scarcity, I left Donea 
with my mother and father, my father’s .sister and her son, and 
Chundoo jny sister, who is now herCj about eight or nine 
•years of age, and a third sister then about one year old. We 
jCame to Chundonsee, and about two or three months ago were 
on our way to DeMe, when about a coss from the city on the 
bank of the river, on the other side, we met Bhagerut, the hus- 
band of my sister Rajan, carrying a bundle of wood. He asked 
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to look at us. I used to erv a great deal, aud a s\vec])crcss of (lie 
place hearing me, went off and gave information to a iMiissulman 
ccntlcman whom she sen-ed. He sent a se}>ahcc with onlcrs 
that we should not be allowed to go from that place. Soon after 
another sepahec came, and took Autce, Kusulee, and us two 
girls to the jMnssuhnan at Chnchkowas. lie put these two per- 
sons in the stocks, and kept them for three day.*-', and then sent 
us all four to the Nawah. 

At Sadha, about half a coss from Beree, we were sold by 
Dhecra and the others to Nunhoo, Purmula and Ilurree Singh, 
the sons of Kusula, the woman here present, but for what sum 
I know not. 

A stuffed razace (quilt) of chintz which Pemlcc wore, was 
now shown to hci*, and she declared that it belonged to Auwun- 
tce, the 3 "oung man, her consin, who had been murdered, and 
stated that Dhecra had put it upon his pony after the murder, 
and that it had been torn by a bush as they went along. This 
was found to be the ease on examining the quilt. A pony was 
then brought with a saddle and bridle, and the deponent declar- 
ed that it belonged to her parents, that it had a sore under the 
saddle, and that her mother, father and father’s sister had been 
all three strangled with the reins which were of cord, and that 
they had draMm the cord so tight over her mother’s neck in 
strangling her that they had cut thx’ough her ncek. On re- 
moving the saddle the sore upon the baek was found exaetly as 
described by the girl. Besides these things, she recognized 
among the property found upon the prisoners, a long piinse 
Avhich her aimt used to wear- round her waist, and which was 
full of E-upees when she was murdered. They divided these 
Rupees into eight shares of twenty Rupees each; and each of 
the seven grown up persons took one share, and Khyda took 
the eighth in his young infant daughter’s name. It was a fine 
moon light night that they were murdered, and about a hun- 
dred paces fi’om the stream of the Jumna. 

On the 25th all the dancing women of Jhujjur were brought 
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before her, but she declared that the woman who came to sec 
them was not among the number. 

Deposition of Birkee, a girl of 12 yearn of age, before Lieute- 
nant Mills, 14th February, 1838. 

I resided with my parents in Wortha, near Sonkorree, ten coss 
from the city of Jeiporc. In the season of scarcity, three j’cars 
ago, we left home, my father Nunda, Heerun my mother, and 
my aunt Bholee, with her son Auwuntee, a 3 muth of twenty 
years of age, myself, and my sister Chunda. We came to Chun- 
dousee, in Rohilcund, in search of emplo^’^ment and subsistence. 
We remained there three years. We had been there a year and 
some months when our mother gave birth to another daughter. 
About four months ago we all left Chundousee for Delhie; and 
a few miles from the city met Bhagerut, the husband of mj' sis- 
ter, who resided in Delhie, and he advised us to go first to 
llewarrec. We did so, and remained there in a temple dedi- 
'cated to jMahadco, for a month ; mj' father used to work at day 
labour in making lime, and here we became acquainted with 
tlie prisoners Rambuksh, Pumma, his sister’s husband Bildars, 
and the wife of Rambuksh, Ruttorce, who came and advised onv 
parents to go with them to bathe in the holy stream at Ilurd- 
war. They agreed, and we all set out with them for the pur- 
pose. In four daj's we reached Rohtuk, and there lodged in 
a surac with the three persons. Here Bambuksh met Dhoern, 
and invited him to accompan}’ us to Ilurdwar. lie came the 
next morning with Khj’dn, Blmgtn, and Ilunsoorec a woman, 
and we all set out together and reached Kutonn, where we 
lodged in a shop in the bazar. Leaving this place, we ])rocce(l- 
cd to the bank of the .Tumnawcrc \vc encamped in a jungle at 
the suggestion of Dheera. Wc cooked our food about mid-<kiy 
and dined, and in the afternoon all the femnlc.s of the jnirty 
went and bathed in the hoh- stream of the dumna. A little la- 
forc sun-set, Dheera, Khyda and Rambuksh took our father 
and cousin, llxiuwunta, away towards Kutonn, >5!n iug, that they 
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should be able to get subsistenc eand clotliiug in charity from 
some wealthy people in the neighbourhood. Some time after 
dark these three men came back to us, and said that they liad 
left our father aud cousin in a shop at Kutona where they 
would spend the night. Dheera stood by my mother, Khyda 
by my aunt, and Hunsooree had our infant sister in her aims. 
Rambuksh sat down upon my mother’s breast and held her 
hands, arid Bhugta held our aunt’s hands, and Hunsooree at the 
command of Rambuksh, held our mother’s legs, while Dhcera 
strangled her with the reins of the bridle of our pony, which 
were of cord. Khyda strangled our aunt with a piece of cord, 
and took from her waist a long purse full of rupees. When they 
had killed them they took their bodies to the river and threw 
them in; and talcing us three girls, and all the property they 
could find, made off to a jungle near Kutona wlierc we rested 
under 'a peepul tree. Our youngest sister cried a good deal at 
night, and Dheera, taking her by /the arms, dashed her against 
the ground, but she still continue I to cry, when he flung her 
into the river, and she was droufied. Our father aud cousin 
were not killed before us, but we were told by Bhugta that they 
were dead, and afterwards told that they had gone to bathe 
and would rejoin us at Soneeput We met tivo sepahees on the 
road, who asked whose girls we were; and Hunsooree told them 
we were her daughters. The murderers divided the money they 
found in the purse, and going on to Boree sold us two sisters 
to Nnthoo, Purmala and Kusulee and others for one hundred 
and forty rupees. They took us to Choochooasee in the terri- 
tory of the Jhujjur Hawab, where we were all taken up by the 
Thanadar. She now points out Dheera, the prisoner, as the 
person who strangled her mother; Khyda as the person who 
strangled her aunt, and Bhugta as having held her mother’s 
hands, and Hunsooree her feet. 

This is all confirmed by Chunda her sister. 

Deposition, of Dhoero, son of Hurlall, of the naek caste, aired 
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twenty, a grass-cutter of Seekurgow. His family has resided in 
Jhujjur for the last thirty years, 14th February, 1838. 

Two months and a half ago in December, I came in search of 
employment to Kohtuk, and lodged with Khyda and Bhugta. 
One evening I went to the bazar and met Rambuksh, who sa- 
luted me and told me that I had better go wdth him. I agreed, 
and KFyda, Bhugta, Hunsooree, and' myself set out with his 
party consisting of the two girls now here, their mother, fithcr 
and aunt, and a young man. We went to Soneeput and from 
thence to the ghat on the Jumna to Kutona where wc lodged 
at night in the bazar. The next morning we wont on to the 
bank of the Jumna where we arrived in the afternoon and dress- 
ed and eat our dinner. A little before sun-set the father and 
cousin of the two girls went wdth me, Rambuksh, Pcina, and 
KRyda in search of charity to the village. After sun-set wc 
left the village and came along the bank of the Jumna, and on 
the w^ay put the Uvo men to death. I strangled the young man 
with a cord while Khyda held his hands. Rambuksh strangled 
the uncle while Pema held his hands. Having killed them, we 
threw their bodies into the river; it w^as about ten o’clock at night. 

I killed the youth at the command of Rambuksh. ^Vc return- 
ed to the mother and aunt of the girls, and told them that the 
men would not leave the village and that they must go and join 
them. They got ready and set out, and when tve got to tlic 
bank of the river w'e desired them to sit down ; they did 
so ; and Rambuksh strangled one of the women while Bhugta 
held her hands, and I strangled the other while Ivhyda lu'ld 
her hands ; whether the women assisted, docs not know. Threw 
the bodies into the water. Rambuksh did not show me tlie pro- 
perty, I know nothing about it, I know nothing about the lil- 
Ic girl their sister. Went to Rohtuk, and sold the two girl.-^ to 
some Brinjarras for one hundred rupees, and out of tliis I got 
four inipccs for the hire of my pony. 

Dliecra confesses. Htli Fchrnary, 18.38, and his statcmiiit 
confirms that of the girl. 
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Un passing near the police guard of Pahm'gungC;, Soon after 
dark about seven o’clock in the evening, the head native officer 
heard a faint cry for help twice repeated from some one by the 
side of the road, and going up to the spot, was accosted by a 
young girl whom a man was holding in his aims and trying to 
silence. " They have, said she, sobbing, killed my mother and 
father.” The man was forthwith secured, and the gkl told the 
police guard that six other children had been taken at tlie same 
tune, and that she could point out the place where they w'cre. 
The police took her to the place indicated, where they found 
' two women and eight men with the six children, one of them, 
a hoy Moolooa, of fourteen ; the rest of them were from two to 
three years of age. Trom their statement it appeared, that this 
gang had perpetrated the murders on the bank of the river. 
The name of the girl was Muleea, and that of the boy Moolloo; 
and they stated, that a party of about fourteen persons, men and 
women, came to their parents in the city of Delhie, and repre- 
sented that they could get employment for them if the}" would 
go with them towards Kurnaul ; that their parents had been re- 
duced by misfortunes to a state of great distress, and had been 
for some time searching for employment ; and that they gladly 
availed themselves of this offer, and went with the party to 
Wuzeerabad, about ten miles from Delhie, on the bank of the 
Jumna. They lodged at a distance from the town by the side 
of the road, and at night, their two fathers and mothers, and 
another man were murdered ; and they with five other children 
were taken off to be sold. 

Three of the gang turned King’s evidence, and their state- 
ments confirmed all that the children had stated. They were 
Khoshala, and Heera, and Radha a female, who stated that 
they had taken the party from the city of Delhie through the 
Lahore gate, to a place on the bank' of the river near Wuzeera- 
bad, where they murdered the three men and two women, left 
the cords with which they strangled them round their necks, 
and tied them up in five different bundles with the intention of 
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the bank exposed, the King^s evidences did not appear to know. 
It appears that they went to sleep with the intention of throw- 
ing the bodies into the river towards morning, but not awak- 
ing .till day light, they were afraid to remove them, and made 
off as fast as they could with the children. 

Three of the fourteen made their escape before the police 
came up upon the gang, three were admitted as King’s evi- 
dences, and eight were committed for trial before the Sessions 
Judge of Delhie. The trial was submitted for revision and fi- 
nal orders to the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut at Allahabad ; and 
three of the prisoners were sentenced to death, and executed at 
DeUiie on the 1st March, 1834 ; four to imprisonment for life 
in the Alipore jail ; and one to the same in the Delhie jail. 
jNIr. McLeod and myself tried in vain to get some of the mem- 
bers of this gang as approvers with a view to the suppression of 
this system of murder for the sake of children ; and the false 
step of releasing the three, who would have been glad to give 
theh evidence upon the same conditions as ours, of exemptions 
of pimishments of death and transportation, and of refusing to 
allow any of the others to be made over to us for emjdoymcht, 
enabled these people to carry on their system ivithout any fur- 
ther check till the year 1838; when a gang of this fraternity 
was arrested by the Nawab of Jhujjur, within his own territorj*, 
immediately after the perpetration of some murders within the 
Delhie district He had them all made over to tlic Resident, 
Mr. 3Ietcalfe, who made over the case for investigation to a 
very intelligent officer, IMr. Ronixsox. The Nawab received 
the cordial thanks of the Governor General couched in tlic 
most flattering terms, and the case was finally handed over to 
hir. !Mili.s for committal to the Sessions Judge at Mccnit. 

Molma, hung 1st March, 1834, at Delhie, This was the man 
■who was seized with the girl Mulcea in his arms. 

Sewa 1st, son of Tiggn, hung Isi March, 1834, at Delhie. 

Bnlkisbun, hung ditto ditto. 
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Ralimoo, imprisonment for life in the Alipore jail. 

Bolina, ditto ditto ditto. 

Zalmee, ditto ditto ditto. 

Sewa 2d, ditto ditto ditto. 

Rookmunee, wife of Sewa 1st, sentenced to imprisonment for 
life in the Delhie jail. 

Radha, Native woman, released as King’s evidence. 
Khoshala, ditto ditto ditto. 

Heera, ditto ditto ditto. 


No. 225. 

To Major W. H. Sleeman, 

General Sttpcrintendent, Juhbnljwe. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication dated 20th ultimo, with enclosure, and in reply 
thereto have the pleasure to annex copy of a letter to my ad- 
dress from the Rev. Mr. Everest; for further information 
allow me to refer you to my letter. No. 101, dated 1st May, by 
which you will perceive, that the file of proceedings in this case 
have been made over to Lieut. C. jMiels, at Meerut. 

I have, &c. 

Delhie Agency, (Signed) J. ROBINSON, 

Vlth September, 1838. J Asst. Agent Gr, Gl. 


To J. Robinson, Esq. 

Delhie. 

Sir, 

In reply to yours I beg to state, that the principalfacts detail- 
ed by Hurnath Sing Tomundar, respecting the discovery of five 

F2 
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bodies of murdered persons near the Jumna, ai'o eorrcct. They 
were found by me on the 12th November, 1833, about half way 
between the village of Buraree and Wuzeerabad and about 200 
yards from the Jumna, on an open plain; one body (that of a 
stout young man imder 20,) was lying exposed and quite nak- 
ed ; a little blood, not quite congealed, had issued from his 
mouth and nostrils; a small cord, such as natives let dovTi 
their lotahs into wells with, was lying by his side. The other 
bodies were bound up in common clodis, red and white, look- 
ing at a distance like large washerman’s bundles. I did not 
undo the cloths, but saw enough to convince me that the bodies 
had been packed by adepts in the trade. I -was surjnizcd that 
the bodies -were left in such a spot, wdth no attempt at conceal- 
ment, and at first conjectm’ed that thej' had been dropped on 
seeing me at a distance, but the coldness and stiffiicss of tlie 
limbs, and the heavy dew that had settled on them, made it evi- 
dent that they had been there some hours. For further parti- 
culars of the case, I beg to refer you to Mr. La whence, now 
Magistrate of Goorgaon, who investigated the case, and com- 
mitted the prisoners for trial. He is the “ Lallnir” mentioned • 
by Hurnath Sing. I know' nothing more of the case, but by 
hearsay, having despatched a man to give information to the 
police, and then quitted the spot. Some of the prisoners are, 

I believe, yet alive in the Delhie jail. 

I have. Sec. 

(Signed) ROBERT EVEREST, 

IL a Chaphwu 

(Tnie Copy.) 

(Signed) J. ROBINSON, 

Asst. Af/oit Gr. Gi. 


In October, 1833, Rnmbuksh, after the nnmler at Lndlee 
(No. r>) wliilo in the sciTicc of the .Ihujjur Nnwab, proceeded otJ 
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an expedition loDelhic with a gang of twenty jMcgpiinnas. They 
lodged in a surac outside the cit}', and sent in Roopla to seek 
for travellers suitable to their purpose. lie soon returned with 
aman of the Jntcaste,his wife, his son, hisson’swife, Hookmunee, 
a girl of about thirteen years of age, and two daughters, all tra- 
vcllmg in a bullock carnage. They were persuaded to travel 
with them, and going on about eight miles to a ferry upon the 
Jumna, the travellers were prevailed upon to rest there till the 
mornincf. After dark, the two men and the woman were mur- 
dered and throAvn into the river, and the children were taken 
back into Delhie, where two of them were sold to BrinjaiTas for 
one hundred atid sixty rupees, the other, Rookmunce, was adopt- 
ed by Hoopla as his wife, and has ever since, as she confesses, 
joined him in his murderous expeditions. 

Rookmunee, of the "Jat caste, now about seventeen years of 
age, was arrested by Lieutenant Mills on the 13th Juno, 1838, 
about thirty miles from JMecrut, together with her new husband 
Roopla Jemadar, the leader of the gang, by whom her parents 
had been murdered ; another member of the gang of the same 
name, and a woman of the same caste, Naek, and a member of 
the gang. They all confessed their crimes; and gave in to Lieu- 
tenant Mills narratives of their adventures. Rookmunee stat- 
ed as follows ; 

My name is Rookmunee, I am the daughter of Jewun and 
Luchmee, who resided in Jhalamul in Joudporc, my age is 
about seventeen. We were four sisters, the first Gumanee, the 
second Mirgan, the third Luchmee, and the fomth mj'sclf. I 
have heard from my father that when my grand-father Eesur 
died, I was seven months old, and on the day that the elders 
assembled together on the occasion of his funeral, my parents, 
for want of means to celebrate my marriage in the ordinary 
way, put me upon a brass plate, and had me betrothed in the 
mode known among Hindoos by the term “ Dhurm Shadee,” 
religious marriage, which renders aU cost unnecessary. I was 
thus betrothed to Megha, the son of Perdas, of the same caste as 
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myself (Jat), \^'ho resided at Deotura within a mile of us. A- . 
bout ten or twelve years ago, in a year of great scarcity, we left 
Jhalamul and came to Samode in Jeipore. Some 3’ears after 
we came to Hansee in search of employment. Here my father- 
in-law came to fetch me, some six years ago, and I went vith 
them to DeUde. We were, my father Perdas sixty years of age, 
and mother-in-law forty years of age, my husband twenty 
years of age, and his two sistere Danee, thirteen years of age, and- 
Nurutee, ten years of age. , We travelled in a carriage drawn 
by two white bullocks, and encamped in a grove outside tlic 
city of Delhie on the road to Hansee. Here Dhecra Nack, of 
Jhujjur, came to us, and told us that if we would accompany 
him he would insure my husband and his father good service. 
Having dressed and eaten our dinners, we got into our carriage 
and set out with him, and were soon after joined by Rambuksh, 
Roopla, Deera and others; and three coss from Delhie we 
reached in the evening a village on the banks of the Jumna. 
Here we rested, and we girls were much fatigued and soon fell 
asleep. About midnight Rambuksh and Pheera came, roused 
us up, and told us that my husband and his mother and father 
had run away and deserted us. Seeing the carriage, bullocks, 
and every thing else about us as usual, wc at once concluded 
that they had been murdered, and began to ciy. They told us, 
that if wc cried or made any kind of noise, they would instantly 
put us to death. They took us with them, set out about one 
watch before day light, entered Delhie, and lodged in an old 
ruin. Here they sold the two sisters of my husband to a man 
whose name I forget ; but Roopla Jemadar, the principal leader 
of the gang, reserved me, and made me his wife. It was about 
five or six. years ago in the beginning of October. 

Tlicy look me to Bhousce, where we celebrated the innrringc 
of Lalloo, my new husband’s brother. After the marriage tlic 
gang dispersed, and wc went to reside in the house of Khoshabu 
I know nothing about tlic relations either of my own parent;' 
or those of my husband. The persons engaged in the municr 
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were, Dheera, Rambuksh, Dewa the father of Hoopla, Mosum, 
Oniree, Padamulla wife of Dhecra, Hoopla son of Sewa, and 
Hoopla son of Dewa, all now here in prison ; jMoteca, Lullooa, 
Bhyroon, sons of Dewa, who were all aftenvards hung for other 
murders at Dclhie; aud Poonna and his wife, Khemlee,and Put- 
teea son of Dewa, who are all still at largo. 

Hoopla used to go out with the gangs after I became his 
wife, and I was with him at the perjictration of two murders. 
One at Kurnaul, in compan}^ with Goorbuksh Brinjarra ; two 
men and one woman. Brahmins, were murdered, and two girls 
secured, and sold to Goorbuksh ; it was about seven or eight 
months ago. The second murder took place at Sohunpat, on 
the banks of the Jumna, between Dclhie and Kurnaul, about 
fom months ago. One man and his wife were killed, and two 
boys secured ; they were both sold to Dhoomee Brinjarra of 
Dabaree. One of the mares now brought in belonged to tlie 
Brahmins murdered at Kurnaul ; Khoshala’s wife was also pre- 
sent at these mmrders, but she was not present at the murder 
of my husband and his parents. My husband’s gang consisted 
of ten men, besides women. The prisoners were now brought 
before her, and she took out the following persons by the arms 
as having been engaged in the mm'ders of her husband, Megha, 
and his parents. 

Amree, woman, King’s evidence from the Delhie jail. 

Paloree, ditto. 

Padeema, ditto. 

Rambuksh, man. 

Dheera, ditto. 

■Roopla, son of Dewa, herhusband- 

Roopla, the one-eyed. 

Roopla stated in his deposition taken before Lieutenant 
Mills ; " I learnt the Megpunna trade of murder from Khea- 
ma Jemadar ; and I got Rookmunee after the murder of her pa-, 
rents near Delhie. I had then a gang of sixteen or seventeen 
persons.’ Dheera, one of the prisoners now here, won the confi- 
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niftiincv invited to lodge with the Byragees. They all proceed- 
ed with them the next day to the village of Gokula on the bank 
of the Jumna, and the men and women were all persuaded to 
go down to the water’s edge where they were all strangled and 
thrown into the river. The children were all taken to Rubboo- 
pore, in the Bolundshuhur district, where they were all sold to 
some people of the BrinjaiTa caste who make a trade of stealing 
and selling children, and who tqok them olY to Hussunpore in 
the Begum Sombre’s territories. 

In the division of the property a quarrel took place between 
two members of the gi^ng, Hookurna and Khurga ; Ilookurna 
got severely beaten, and in his rage he went off to the Thana- 
dar of Husseeagunge on the 19th February, 1835, and report- 
ed the whole cu-curastance. The Thanadar seized twenty-two 
of tbe gang and recovered five of the children, who were point- 
ed out to him in Hussunpore by Hookurna. They were all for- 
warded to the Magistrate at Muthura, and before him the eldest 
of the three little brothers, Girdharee, then about ten years of 
age, stated the case as it had occurred ; but said that he did not 
himself see his parents murdered, as they were taken away from 
the children' down to the water’s edge and there murdered ; but 
that he had heard it all horn Hookurna while they were taking 
them to Husungunge for sale. 

The Magistrate was at first in hopes that Mr. Wilson, of the 
Thuggee Suppression Department, would have some men well 
acquainted with the character of these men ; but it was found 
. that they were quite unknown to Mr. Wilson’s approvers. Un- 
able to find proof enough to convict these people upon the speci- 
fic 'charge of murder, the Magistrate sentenced them as notorious 
bad characters to be detained in prison on a requisition of secu- 
rity for their future good behaviour for the prescribed period. 

The order of the Magistrate was reversed by the Sessions 
Judge of the Agra district on the 25th September, 1835 ; and 
nineteen of these murderers by profession were released with- 
out any security for their future good behaviour by his order ; 

G 
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one was ordered to give the required security ; and two of tiie 
gang were committed for trial before the Sessions on the charge 
of having sold the children within the Company’s territories. 

Several members of the gang were arrested by Lieutenant 
Mills soon after -they had perpetrated other murdei-s in the 
month of May, 1838, They confessed the minders at Husim- 
gunge among others ; and when Lieutenant Mills got- the pro- 
ceedings in the case from the Magistrate, he found that they 
confirmed entirely all that these men stated to him regarding 
that affair. What became of the five children I know not.* 

The Confession of Jeivun Dass, alias Prcm Dass, relative to 
the Husseeagunge affair, taken in my presence on the 19th Au- 
gust, 1838. 

Q. Are you a Jemadar of Thugs ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How many men and women compose your gang ? 
f A. My gang formerly consisted of 50 or 60 men and women, 
(but of not more than ten or twelve latterly. 

Q. Relate some of the technical terms used by your gang ? 

A. We call our trade, viz. murdei-ing travellers for their chil- 
dren, Megpunna. A male traveller, Kur, a female traveller, 
Kurree. 

Q. Do you observe any omens on opening a Mcgjmnna ex- 
pedition ? 

A. Yes, the call of the partridge, which if heard on the left 
is considered propitious, and on the right the contniry. 

Q. From whom did you learn this system of Thuggee, ^vc. ? 

A. From Umree Jemadaniee, a woman confined for life in die 
Delhie jail. 


• Decab.i acknowlcdKfS tliat he was present at this imirJcr with hii 
sons : and the-.c coiifcsj that they tw>!c an aethc part in thr-.e nmnirrs- Vhtsf 
three brothers had before been huiifr at Uclhie for similar inurdcri, and tin ir in tiKf 
Omree, was at the same time senlencvd to linpriionnicut for liic for aniitlo^ tiwni (o 
those murders. Site was iit tlie Delliie jail at the lime that her huiband and 
petratej these last nmnleu. 
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Q. Relate the particulai's of the liusseeagunge affair ? 

A. I left iny home with a gang of forty Thugs, and proceed- 
ed to Husseeagunge, where Heera Dass and Rookmuncc went 
to the city of Muttra for the purpose of buying some clothes, 
and succeeded in winnmg tlie confidence of four travellers, 
two men and two women, wdth then* three children, whom 
they brought with them to our encampment. After passing two 
days with us, Teella Dass, Mudhoo Dass, Byragees, and Dcwa 
Hookma, Teelake, Gungaram, Brinjarras, Balluck Dass, Chut- 
ter Dass, Neput Dass and Hunooman Dass prevailed on this 
family to accompany them to the banks of the Jumna and mur- 
dered the fom’ elderly travellers in a garden near the village of 
Gokool. After throwing their bodies into the Jumna, they took 
their three children to the “ Tanda” or encampment of Dcwa 
Brinjarra near the village of Kheir, and sold the two female chU- 
dren for 40 Rupees and the male for 5 Rupees. On tlicir re- 
turn to the encampment of the gang, Heera Dass, alias Pudma, 
and Mudhoo Dass quan-elled about the division of the money, 
which terminated in Hookuma Brinjann preferring a complaint 
of selling children against Mudhoo Dass at the Thana of Hus- 
seeagunge. The Thanadar made enquiries regarding the sale of 
the children, and succeeded in recovering them firom Dcwa 
Brinjarra, who related at the Thana the particulars of the mur- 
der of their parents, and the circumstance of their having been 
taken by a party of B y rage e Thugs to the village of Elhar, and 
sold to the Brinjarra, upon which the Thanadar apprehended 
29 of us, viz. 

1. Jewah Dass. 

2. Jankee Dass. 

3. Munroopa. 

4. Chuttur Dass. 

5. Hatteeram. 

6. Balluck Dass. 

7. Mohungir. 

8. Tilluk Dass. 
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9. Hunooman Dass. 

10. Roopa Malee. 

11. Nunnooa. 

12. Nursing Dass. 

13. Gopaul Dass. 

14. Gurreeb. Dass. 

15. Deavee Dass. 

16. Luchmun Dass. 



52 


17. Deeaba. 21. Moost. Radba. 

18. Mustram. 22. Dewa. 

19. Toolsee Dass. 23. Gungaram. 

20. Ramkishun. Five women of the Brin- 

jarra caste, and 29th the Deponent, and forwarded us to the 
Magistrate of Muthura, with the three children, who ordered 
them to point out the murderers of their parents, and one of 
them, Girdharee, a boy of eleven years of age, recognized 
myself, 

Heera Dass, 

Gungaram, 

Mudhoo Dass, and 
Hunooman Dass, 

and said, that I had killed his parents, with a sword, during the 
night, and after throwing their bodies into the river, took him 
and his sisters to some Br-injarras for sale. The Magistrate ob- 
serving several discrepancies in the children’s statements (who 
did not witness the death of their parents,) and being deprived 
of every other kind of evidence, owng to the bodies having 
been thro-wn into the river, released the whole of us excepting 
Teela Dass, Hunooman Dass and Tanoo Brinjarra. 

Q. Were you present at this murder ? 

A. No, I remained in the Husseeagunge garden. 

, Q. By the proceedings of the IMagistratc it appeal's six chil- 
dren Avere recovered, and you depose to having plundered only 
three ? 

A. We only got three, viz. Girdhai'ec, about eleven ycaw old 
of the Jat caste, and his two sisters, and the othci-s were obtained 
on some other occasion. 

Q. How long did you remain at Husseeagunge ? 

A. I remained there three yearn cultivating laud, duritig 
which lime I occasionally went on a 3fegjninna ex[Je(Ution. 

Q. How many men were present at the murder of the parents 
of Girdliarce, and received their share of the money derived by 
the sale of him and his .sisters ? 



A. The whole of my gang, but none of Khcanui Jemuchu-’s, 
who w'ere also encamped in the Ilussccagunge garden. 

Q. \Vlio strangled the parents of Girdharce ? 

A. Heera Dass, alias Khurga, Mudhoo Dass Brinjarra, Bhema 
Brinjarra, and Jankee Dass. 

Q. What w’as the cause of Kheama Jemadar and several of 
his gang being arrested on this occasion ? 

A. Owing to their being encamped with me in the IIusscc- 
a'Jtunffe "arden. 

O O O 4 

Deposition of llookmunee, a native woman, taken the 21st 
June 1838, before Lieutenant Mills. 

After tlie affair at Kurnaul, our two parties went on to Thu- 
naiseir, w'licre w'e encamped on the bank of the tank ; here wc 
spent the festival of the Dussehra. In the morning a chiimar 
came up wdth a daughter of 25 yeai-s of age, and a son and 
daughter younger. Nowla and others told him that he should 
bring grass for their ponies, and they would give him and his 
children subsistence. 

After them a Brahmin and his wife came up, with a son 
grown up, and a daughter 14 years of age, and two other sons, 
one ten aiid the other three years of age. They had a imue 
with them. 

After them a cai'penter’s widow came up from the east, w'ith 
her son, ten years of age. 

After them a Brahmin and his wife, with a son two and a half 
years of age, and two daughters, one fourteen, and the other 
twelve years of age. 

All lodged with us, and we remained there four or five days, 
and then set out for the bank of the Jumna which we reached 
on the thud day. While I was asleep at night, the gangs took 
the travellers down to the water’s edge and put them to death ; 
and our party got nine children, but how many Goorbuksh’s 
party got I dont know. We all came back with our childi-en 
and encamped in the vicinity of Beebeepore. A dispute here 
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took place between luy husband Roopla and his brother Fut- 
teea, and I went in with him to Beebeepore. Futteea came 
and prevailed upon us to return to tlieir camp. The girl was 
, sold in Beebeepore through Gunga Dass, and one boy and girl 
Dhyan took away, and a girl was purchased and taken oft' in a 
covered cart to Kumaul; Goorbuksh bought one girl from 
Nowla, and all the other four were sold at Beebeepore to Brin- 
jarras ; Goorbuksh sold all his children at Beebeepore. 


Deposition of Radha, wife of Roopla, taken at Meerut, 21st 
June, 1838, before Lieutenant Mills, 

In Kartick last, I went from Jhujjur to Kumaul with my hus- 
band Roopla, and there w'e found several encampments of Naeks 
and Brinjarras on the bank of the tank just before the Sudder 
bazar of the cantonments. We had no tent witli us, and at first 


we lodged in the serae of the Sudder bazar ; but Futteea came 
for us and took us out with him to the camp. We lodged un- 
der a peepul tree on the bank of the mnk under our owm blan- 
kets, which we got pitched for the purjiose. We were altogether 
III Goorbuksh’s Tent, ' tliirty-four persons, men, wximen and 
Goorbuksh, arrested. children, Goorbuksh and his party 

Choteea, ditto. of Briujarnrs were encamped there bc- 


Eoree, a female, ditto. 
Ghasee, son of Goorbuksh. 
Roopla, ditto. 

Pemhi’s Tent. 

Pemla, arrested. 

Sewla, Pemla’s mother. 
Dharec, wife of Pemla’s 
brother. 

Khooshal, brother of Pem- 
la. 

Pemb’s motlier’s brotlier. 

Abt/ain Brinjarras Tent, 
Nathan, Brinjarra. 

Khimma, ditto. 


fore we came up. The wives of Iva- 
uer Diiss, No win and Bhugtvan Ihiss 
inveigled and brought to our camp a 
Brahmin from the cast, eigluy years 
of age, his wife fifty, and his ton’s 
widow with her daughter about ti.'i 
years of age, and son about tcvcn 
years. They all lodgcil in the ca> 
cmupmeni of Xowla the night ; and 
in the morning we went doun tvitli 
them to the batik of the Jtmin.t- It 
wjis evening whett ue reached lavr 
ground on the b.mk ol that ri'cr. I 



forget the name of the place. We 
there cooked our dinner, and after 
eating it I went to sleep. While I 
was asleep, they took down the two 
old people and their daughter-in-law 
to the river and murdered them. I 
was ’ told by my husband that they 
had done so, and thereby secured 
the children. In the morning we re- 
turned and leaving the cantonment of 
Kmmaul on our left hand, encamped 
about two coss from Beebeepore. 
The police chowkeedars came to 
search our camp, and finding nothing 
went atvay. Kaner Dass told my 
husband to send the children with 
me to Beebeepore, but he objected, 
saying, that he had before got into 
trouble when his three brothei-s were 
hung for having any thing to do 
with selling children, and he might 
now take this duty upon himself. I 
was anxious to see Beebeepore ; and 
of without my husband’s permissipn set 
out with Heera Sing, who had charge 
of the children. We took them to 
second Beebeepore, and left them under the 
charge of Dhyan Sing. When I 
came back, my husband beat me with 
a stick for having gone off without 
his permission. Dhyan Sing came with the money and paid 
Newla for the children, but how much he gave, I do not know. 

We now went off to Thuneiseir, where we encamped in a 
grove on the bank of a tank, and here several parties of travel- 


Mihroo, sou of Khimma. 
Hurree Sing, brother of 
ditto. 

Kooslee, brother of Na- 
than. 

Neivla’s Tent. 

Newla Brinjarra. 

Gyanee, his wife. 

Toolseea, son of Newla. 
Roopla, son of do. 9 years 
old. 

A son still younger. 

Futteea, brother of Roopla. 

Kaner Doss' Tent. 

Kaner Dass, Naek. 
Bhugwan Dass, ditto. 

Wife of Kaner Dass, SuUee. 
Gunga Dass. 

Daughter of Kaner Dass, 
8 years. 

Another daughter, 4 ditto. 
Ditto, 2 ditto. 

Wife of Gunga Dass. 

Ditto of Bhugwan Dass. 
Roopla, in his tent 
blankets. 

Radha, one wife. 


Rookmunee, his 
wife. 

Kaneea, son of Radha. 
Dewa, father of Roopla. 
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lei’s were inveigled by* the wives of the leaders of our gangs to 
come imd take up their lodgingAvith us. 

1. A chumar with three daughters, one thirty years of age, 
and the others young. 

2. The widow of a carpenter, and her son ten years of age. 

3. A Brahmin and his wife, Avith one beautifuLdaugiitcr 
fourteen y^ears old, another five, and a son six years of age. 

4. A Brahmin and his wife with one daughter about 14, ano- 
ther 12, and a son 3 years of age. 

These travellers lodged for two or three days'among the tents 
of the Naeks and Brinjarras, after which we all went one morn- 
ing to a village in the territory of the Toorooee Rajah, I forget 
his name. Here very heavy rain fell at night and deluged the 
country, and we got no rest. The next morning we went to a 
village on the bank of the canal, still in the smne Rajah’s coun- 
try. The next day we went to a village on tlie bank of the 
Jumna ; and two hours after night Kancr Dass proposed, lluii 
we should go down to the sacred stream of the Jumna, say our 
prayers and remain there. They aU went down accordingiv, 
leaving me, Roopla, and his second wife Rookmnuee at the vil- 
higc. They murdered the seven men and ivomen, and tlirew 
their bodies into the river ; but who killed them, or how they 
were killed, I know* not. The chumar and his oldest daughter, 
the tw’o Brahmins and their wives, and the carpenter’s widow 
were all murdered. 


Thev brought the nine children l)ack to us a watch and a halt 
before daylight. They were all crying a good deal after their 
parents; and we quieted them the best way we could with 
sweetmeats and playthings. We caute to Beebeept)re, and en- 
camped in the grove. A daughter and son of the Bralunins 
were extremely beautiful ; and these we left with Dhyan .Sing 
for sale. We came on to a village a ct)ss distant from lleciH e- 
pore. Here a trooper came up to Bcchcciwre, saying, that he 
had heard of several people being nmrdered, and sm'peelctl ti- 


of the crime. 


The head men of the village of Becheepore .uni 
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some of the Brinjarras came to our camp ^Yith the trooper, and 
assm-ed him that he must be mistaken, as they knew us all to 
be very honest inoffensive people ; and taking him back to 
Beebeepore they treated him with great consideration, and he 
went away apparently satisfied. But fearing that om* deeds had 
become known, Pemla and Newla’s wives, and Pemla’s mother, 
took off the seven other children to Dhyan Sing, and left them 
all in his charge. Pemla went to Kurnaul ; and Goorbuksh and 
his gang went to Beebeepore, while my husband and his party 
remained where we were. A woman who keeps prostitutes 
came firom Kurnaul, and purchased and took away all the chil- 
dren. All were sold through Dhyan Sing. One boy was pur- 
chased by an elephant driver, who took him off upon his ele- 
phant ; and another was purchased by a Mussulman. All the 
rest were taken off in covered carriages by the prostitute to 
Kurnaul. I should know all their faces again were I to see 
them. My husband and Kaner Dass disputed agood deal about 
the mare that has been brought in ; but my husband got it at 
last in his share of the booty, and seven or eight rupees besides. 

At Thuneiseir, Goorbuksh and his paily got six or seven tra- 
vellers, with their six or seven children, at the same time that 
we got ours ; and the parents were all murdered at the same 
time and place that the parents of our children were murdered, 
on the bank of the Jumna. He also sold his children through 
Dhyan Sing at Beebeepore. There were several people from 
Beebeepore concerned with us. We came back to Beyree in 
the Jhujjur Nawab’s territory; and three or four days after 
Goorbuksh came to us with one of the boys he had kdpt for 
himself out of his booty.* 

The Confession of Roopla Jemadar, relative to the sale of the 
children whose parents were murdered near Kurnaul. 

Three of the children, whose parents were murdered at Kur- 


* This poor boy, Goorbuksh, is supposed to have murdered when he found it impos- 
sible any longer to escape from Lieutenant Mills’ parties. 

n 




oS 

naulj were sold to Emambuksb^ who keeps p\*osiitutcs and lives 
at a village about tbur coss tVom Kuvuavd. 

Q. Describe the personal appearance ot' these three chil- 
dren ? 

A. One of them is aboxit nine years old, remarkably fair, 
with very light hair, and the other two not quite so fair, 
about 6 or 7 years of ago. 

Thauah Zemindar, of the village of Bceboeporc, takes .) per 
cent, on every child he disposes of for us. 

(Signetl) a .MILLS, 

j. a S. 


No. 653. 


I'o ifajor SnEE>r.\.N% 

Gi'ncral Sujii'rinlt’iitli'iitf Jnhhii!}!cu\ 
Sut, 

In answer to your letter of the Gth iitstant, inclosing the 
Depositions of Prama, Kookmunce, and Radha, I have the Ia>- 
nour to inform you, that thc}- all refer to the same mimlor, 
though you will, without doubt, observe some discrepaticies in 
dicir statements. 

I have, however, suceectlcd in recovering seven of the chii* 
dren of tlic uuu'dered people, and the gang have beeti conj- 
mitted to the Court of Circuit at iMeonU ; but I rega-l to i-.iv, 
some time must elapse ere 1 can ac»juaiut Yt>u with the rouh 
of this trial, or that of tlic two other case.s of the .'-auie kind 
committed, owing to tiie .fudge of Circuit liaviiig gone u> the 
Hills on leave of absence till the 1st of November next. 

I have tlic honour to bo, Cvc. 


Cawp Mtu nif, 

A. G. vS. ()//r.v, 
21.'/ S,-phm!>a-l 1S3.S'. 


I 

i 


(Siguotl) C. 

. /. G'. >V. <f 


MILLS. 
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■ 111 the beginning of October, 1834, Dlieera Brinjarra, and bis 
son Goordial at Ferozepore, near Dclbie, fell in with a family, 
consisting of a man, bis wife, and four children, on their way 
from Dbolepore on the Chumbul to Delhie, in search of employ- 
ment and subsistence. They prevailed upon the parents to ac- 
company them to a place on the bank of the J umna near the 
village of Khujpore, under a promise of using their influence 
to procure service for the poor man with their friends and ac- 
quaintances at Delliie. At night the motlier and father of the 
children .were persuaded to eat some sweetmeats in ivhich poi- 
son had been mixed, and when they became insensible, they 
were' strangled by the two Brinjarras, and their bodies taken to 
the river and thrown in. In the morning Zoolfakar Khan; a 
native gentleman who resided in the territory of the Begum 
Sumroo, happened to pass near the place, and on seeing him, 
two of the children ran out, told him of the murder of their pa- 
rents, and implored his protection. He followed them into the 
jungle where he found the two murderers with the other two 
children, secured them, and took them to the Begum Sumroo, 
his mistress, with the four children. The Begum sent them all 
to the Commissioner at Delhie, who made over the case for in- 
vestigation to. the Magistrate of Goorgow. Goordial, one of 
the prisoners, made his escape from the house of the Com- 
missioner. His father, Dheera, was sent with the children and 
the other witnesses to the Magistrate of Goorgow. Dheera here 
declared that he had purchased all the four children from the 
. pai’ents ; and as the evidence of the children was deemed in- 
sufficient for his conviction, he was, on the 18th August, 1835, 
released with an injunction that he would not again traffic in 
children. The names of the children were, 

■ • Jheena, a boy. 

Dulloo, ditto. 

Kishnee, a girl. 

Sewlee, ditto. 

H2 



Kliosliall. 

Khosliallee, a -svoiaan. 
BUoja, her -son. 
Kamkiirim Brinjarra. 
Nathoo Brinjarra, lus son. 
Ivisla, son of Ramkuruu, 
IChooba, ditto. 

Clunni.a, ditto. 


Ill die beginning of October, 1 S 31 , 
a gang of ^Megpunuas, as per inar- 
glii,* passed four days with Girdha- 
ree, a shopkeeper in the town of He- 
waree, and here they were joined bv 
a poor widow Roopa, who had rc^ 
cently lost her husband, with her 
three children, two daughters and .1 
son. She ivas searching for employment and subsistence; 
and was pemuaded to join this gtmg under the promise of 
tlieir procuring for licr respectable service at Jhuyur or Del- 
hie. On the road to Jhujjur they were joined by another 
poor widow, a Braluuinec, going also in pursuit of eiu- 
ployment luid subsistence with her daughter Rookmunee, the 
second. Passing through Jhiiyur, die Br.ihminee widow was 
murdered at night between that place and Bahadnrgur unper- 
ccived by the other tiiivellcrs, and her ilanghtcr iwis taken on 
and sold to Bahadur Jung Khan, an oHicer of rank at Baluulur- 
gur, for thirty-one rupees. In the ser;ie at this place, the p;irty 
pjissed two or throe days together, and then procecdeil on ti>- 
wauls Jluyjur with Roopa and her three children. Encamping 
at night near the village of Naghur, they stningled the poor wi- 
dow, and tlirew the body into the tank ; and Khooshall com- 
mitted a nipo upon the eldest of her daughters. They went 
with the children to Furruknuggxir, where one of the dauglucrs 
tohl the Bhuttceara of the scrac how her mother had been 
murdered. He reported die circumstance to the chief of that 
place, iMuzzufler Khan, who arresteil three of the g.mg, Kho- 
.shall, and Khoshallee a woman, with her sou Bhooja, and icnt 
them with the children to tlie Magi.''traie of the Goorgow tsi'- 
trict. Kamec, one of the girls, was sent to point out the Ikniy 
of her mother whom she had ^cen buried; mul it \v;e. t.iken op 
and an imjue.'^t held upon it in the child’s pri\'cm'e. 

Uamkeemn, auotlier of die gang, u,e> afteru.inl 


•■ceiifi,* 


am 


I the whole four were commitled lor tri.d to the 
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Court at Dellue, and the proceedings forwarded for revision 
and final orders to the Sudder Nizainut at Allahabad. Kho- 
shall and Bhoja were sentenced to death and hung at Dclhie. 
Khoshallee was sentenced to imprisonment for life. Ramkce- 
run was released. 

In December, 1833, a gang of Megpunnas fell in with a man 
by name Cheyna, his wife, son, and two daughters, in the town 
of Furruknuggur in the Goorgow district, searching for em- 
ployment and subsistence. On the pretence that they could 
procure respectable service for the man, they prevailed upon 
the family to accompany them towards Delhie. 

They lodged at night under a large tree, near the village of 
Bugungee, where the mother, father, and son were murdered 
and their bodies buried. A part of the gang in the morning 
came back to a temple near the village of Sonah, with the two 
girls Peeamla and Sundulee, and after resting with them there 
for some hours, they put them into a bullock cart belonging to 
Rambuksh, one of the gang, and took them to Sonah, wherc 
they lodged them in the house of Gyana, a native woman of the 
Gojar caste, in the evening another woman of the same caste 
came and pm'chased the two girls from Rambuksh, for the sum 
of 100 rupees and took them home to her own house*. 

The Jemadar of the Police Thanah of Sonah happened to 
pass the house of this woman the next morning in search of 
some goats, and seeing the two girls crying and sobbing at the 
door where he had never been in the habit of seeing girls be- 
fore, he asked them what distressed them. They told him that 
their parents had been murdered ; and he took them forthwith 
to the Thana. Soon after, a man, by name Surooha, came up, 
recognized the girls, and stated, that he was the brother of their 
father, that he had come with the family to Furruknuggur in 
search of employment about two months before, and there 
left them to look for service, that some days before he went 
back, and learned from the people that the family had left the 
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town with some people of the Bhogiu'ee caste some days before, 
and unable to trace themj he had come to the Thmia to give 
information. 

The children were taken to the Magistrate of Goorgow, who 
secured the greater part of the gang, and sent the two children 
with the Thanadar, to the place where they had slept on the 
night that their parents were murdered. The children pointed 
out the spot under a lai-ge tree, and the people of the village 
of Bungungee told the Thanadar that they had seen such a 
party as the children described, lodging under the tree on the 
evening of the night they mentioned. Search was made for the 
bodies, and the grave in which they were brnded was found 
with some few of the bones, but the greater part had been re- 
moved either by jackals, or by the members of the gang still at 
large, on hearing of the arrest of their associates. Many arti- 
cles of property belonging to the murdered persons Avere found 
upon the gang, and recognized by the children and by their 
uncle; and the case was tried by the Sessions Judge, ami for- 
warded for revision and final orders to the Sudder Kizanuit 
Adawlut at Allahabad. 

Five of the gang, Motec, Somaira, Lulloo, Jysook and Bhy- 
room, were sentenced to death, and e.vccutcd on the 2Dth May, 
1834. Futteea and Uinurec, two women, were seutei\ccd to 
imprisonment for life ; four men Avei'c sentcnccil to months 
imprisonment, and to a furllier imprisonment of six montlis un- 
der a requisition of security for their future good behaviour, 
and eleven vvcrc accpiittcd and unconditionally released. Mu- 
tee,- Lulloo and Bhyroom, three of the men hung, were .-oin uf 
Umurce, one of the women sentenced to imprisonment for life. 
She had three other sons in the same gang, Hoopla, I'utivea 
and Jysook, and their father DewjeJ, who all coutinued 
follow the same trade of murder. 

About the year 1831, a gang of Megpunnu-' tell in wiiii « f..- 
inily, consistijjg of a man, hb wife, and two Aoung diiughtei > “U 
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their way from Kuroulee to Dclhie iu search of service. The 
female members of this gang prevailed on this family to lodge 
with them the fimt night under some trees near the village of 
Sheergiu-h ; and the next day the family went on with the gang 
to a deserted village on the right bank of the Jumna. Here at 
ni"ht the mother and father were strangled and their bodies 
thrown into the river. The children were taken to the homes 
of the gang at Jhujjur, by Dhcera and his wife, and there sold to 
Sm'bolimd Khan, an officer in the sendee of the Nawab. He 
sent the two girls to his family in the village of Sumana. 

The rest of the gang went to the village of Goburdhun, near 
Muthm'a, where they fell in with a Mussulman and his wife, and 
two children, a boy and a girl, going to Delhie in search of ser- 
vice. They prevailed upon this family to return with them to- 
wards Jhujjur, promising to use their influence in procuring the 
man service with the Nawab. Passing through Furruknuggur, 
they encamped with this family on the other side of the town 
under some trees, and at night they strangled the two parents, 
tied their bodies up in cloths, carried .them off to some dis- 
tance and buried them. The chilch’en were taken to Jhujjur 
where they were sold by Kheama, the principal leader of the 
gang, to Munnoo, an officer in the service of the Nawab, for 
sixty rupees. 

Lieutenant Minns had the following conversation with one 
of the two men, who described this last murder, Dhcera. 

Q. You have stated in your various depositions that you in- 
variably preserve the children and seU them. Are you not 
afraid that these children will disclose the manner in which you 
got them, and thereby get you into trouble ? 

A. .We invariably murder our victims at night, first taking 
the precaution to put the children to sleep ; and in the "morn- 
ing we tell them that we have purchased them from their pa- 
rents who have gone off and left them.- . ■ - • > 

Q. You seem to have been in the habit of selling cliildren in 
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all parts of the country. How have you avoided being appre- 
hended ? 

A. The children are seldom aware of the fate of their pa- 
rents; and in general we sell them to people very well ac- 
quainted with the natmre of our proceedings. 

In the latter end of January, 1838, a gang of HegiJuunas fell 
in with a man and his wife. Brahmins, with their two children, 
one five and the other six years of age, in the bazar of Sobuu- 
put in the Delhie territory ; and under the usual pretence of 
using their influence to procure the man good service, they pre- 
vailed upon the family to accompany them towards the capital. 
The gang consisted of the three surviving sons of Dewa, whose 
brothers had been hung at Delhie, and their mother sentenced 
to imprisonment for life. Koopla Jemadar and his two wives, 
Radha and Rookmunee, another woman named 3fanoo, Sahib 
Sing, Mohna, and another man named Roopla, the son of Sewn, 
going on to the banks of the Ganges, the mother and fatlier were 
persuaded to go down to the river on some pretence or other, 
and they were there strangled by Roopla and Futteeah, two of 
the sons of Dewa, and the other Roopla assisted by his father 
Sewa. Their bodies were throwm into the river, and the ne.vt 
day the gang proceeded with the two children to*'Dutoulce, 
where they were all sold to Doomee Brinjarra, of that place, by 
Sahib Sing and Mohna, who had taken them from the rest at a 
valuation of forty rupees. Going on to Bhuglmt, the whole 
gang Wits some time after arrested by a party tletached after , 
them by Lieutenant Mills, before whom they all confc»ed. 

The two Rooplas described all the particulars of the'murdcr; 
and the two wives of the leader describcil how they h.td hcou 
roused at midnight and persuaded to go down to the water- 
edge, and how the children had been dispo.icd td uiteru.ml '. 
The former huabaud of Itookmunee, one of his wives, ^h.ul *aith 
his mother and father been murdered in the s.une uumuer oJt a 
former occasion ;w alreaily tlo-cribetl. 



About the year 1830, a gang of Megpunnas under Kbcma 
and others, fell in at Muthura, with a family consisting of a man, 
his wife, their two sons, and a daughter, searching for employ- 
ment and subsistence ; and on the usual pretence of using their 
influence to get them service among their friends, they prevail- 
ed upon them to accompany them towards that eity. They 
strangled the mother, flithei*, and eldest son at night, near a tem- 
ple outside the town of Furruknuggur, and buried their bodies 
in two pits dug for the pui’pose. In the morning they lighted 
a fire over each of the two graves to efface all signs, and then 
proceeded with the youngest of the sons and the girl to Jhuj- 
jur, where the girl was sold by Amree, who is now in the Del- 
hie jail, to Alee Khan Russaldar, for sixty rupees, and the boy 
was sold by Khema to some other person. 



■ The first Confession of Elhema, alias NursingDass, a Jemadar 
of Thugs, taken in my presence on the 1st September, 1838. 

• .My real name is Kheama, but I have assumed that of Nur- 
sing Dass, my caste was formerly a Naek, and now a Byragee, or 
religious mendicant, in which disguise I inveigle travellers; my 
family formerly resided at the village o f. Khirne e, in the Jei- 
pore states, and have been Dacoits and Thugs for some gene- 
rations. 

Mal um Sing, m y great grand-father, was a Dacoit, and used to 
commit Dacoitee with RughoonautKSmg, resident of Lama; he 
had formerly 60 sirwars; Show Sing and Banee Sing, were all 
Dacoits, and used also to accompany Rughoonauth. My grand- 
father .went to Mooltaun, where he became a servant of Mohur- 
rum Sing, a-Mooltaunee Brinjarra, and learnt from him the 
system of Thuggee, as weU as the language now used by our 
gangs. He remained some time in Mooltaun and then retm'n- 
ed home and instructed his son Maun Sing in the use of the 
Roomaul, after which he went back to Mooltaun and ’ died 
there. Show Sing, my father, had become expert in the use of 
the Roomaul on the death of his father, and was in the habit of 



going on expeditions Avith Motee Sing, and other men of tlio 
BaAvurree caste. About forty years ago, I arrived at the years of 
discretion and Avas forthAvith initiated by my father into the art 
of gaining a livelihood by murdering travellers Avith the lloo- 
maul, or handkerchief, and Avent on an expedition Avith a gang 
of Thugs called the Totakallbailee or SupakaAvallas, who are 
a class of men that carry about snakes and perforin all kinds of 
tricks Avith them. 

The following are the names of the principal Jcmadiu's avIioiu 
I Avas in. the habit of going on Thuggee Avith. 

Mot ee Sing BoAATec. AA^ho !i ad-n-gamr,oLtAYcntv men. 

Bhuwanee Sing, ditto fifteen ditto. 

Geean Sing Rajpoot, ditto tvA'enty ditto. 

Choteea, ditto tAventy ditto. 

Show Sing, ray father, had a gang of fifteen men, avIio, with 
the above Jemadars and their gangs, murdercil eighteen tre.a- 
sure bearers nearJBoondee .in Kotali, but I Avas not present on 
this occasion, and cannot give the full particulars of it. I heard, 
hoAA’cvcr, that several of the gang Avcre arrested after this mur- 
der, and fourteen Avere bloAAm aAvay from a gun. 

After this affair, I and elcA-en of the gang left the Jcijiore 
states, and became a disciple of Alik Ham’s, and adopted the 
disguise of a religious mendicant. Alik Rum bestowed on me ti 
standard and a nukkara, or drum, Avbich induced oilici'S to join 
me, since Avbich I have carried on the trade of Thuggee. 

After the capture of Biiurtpore, Nanoo Sing Brinjarra, ami 
four other Bynigccs, residents of Knrroulee, came to me with 
four travcllei's, and their four children, and iuvitcil me to parti- 
cipate in their murder, which I consented to, and .vviiii the lu- 
sistunce of my gang, we strangle<l the whole of them, pre-erv- 
ing the lives of the ehiUlren whom Ave sold at Jeipore for 
rupees, half of Avhich w;is divided amongst t!ie members of my 

*»a^■^ After this affair, I re^oU-ed on selecting for tuv victifti' 
o o ^ . 

the poorest class of travellers, and murdering them for thru 
children, for Avhorn there wa-* so great a demand in .dl tin' grra! 

ij I- ^ 
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cities ; since which I have committed the following murders, the 
particulars of which I will detail as I may remember. 

Q. From whom did you learn the language made use of by 
your gangs, and define your technical terms for the following 
words ? 

A. I learnt it from my ancestors, and will give every informa- 
tion in my power regarding our language, which we call Phar- 
see. 


CMld, 

Jonkula, or Khontura. 

Female child. 

Jonkulee, or Khonturee, 

Traveller, 

Kour. 

A Family of travellers. 

Taiwa. 

A Poney, 

Bugeela. 

A Horse, 

Kharka. 

A Mare, 

Kharkee. 

A Bullock, 

Koupura. 

A Cow, 

Rankuree. 

A Camel, 

Lungoda. 

A Rupee, 

Goona, alias Karra. 

A Gold-mohur, 

Than, alias Khor. 

A Pice, 

Joda. 

A Necklace, or Huslee, 

Taglee. 

Ear-rings, 

Koorkee. 

A Nose Ornament (Nuthnee,) 

Nukeelee. 

Clothes, 

Kapka. 

Bracelets, 

Kotanka NugaUa. 

Cooking Utensils, 

Chunka, 

Numerical Numbers. 

One, 

Ek. 

Two, 

Durroo. 

Three, 

Turroo. 

Four, 

Churroo. 

Five, 

Chaudroo. 

Six, 

Churroo. 
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Seven, 

Eight, 

Nine, 

Ten, 

Eleven, 

Twelve, 

Thirteen, 

Twenty, 

Thirty, 

Forty, 

Fifty, 

Sixty, 

Hundred, 

Two Hundred, 

T^e Roomaxil or handkerchief 
^'■'^uscd in strangling travellers, 
A strangler who uses the Roo- 
^ maul. 

To look out for travellers, 

Thviggec, 

An Liveiglcr, 

A poor traveller, 

A man, 

A woman. 

This traveller has considerable 
property, 

Ditto ditto ditto, 

Property, 

Doul allow your traveller to 
escape, 

He has escaped, 

A bag of money, 


Satvoo. 

Atkulloo.' 

Nurroo. 

Dusroo. 

Girroo. 

Baproo. 

Eak Bubabroo. 

Cheep. 

Dairce. 

Ralliss, 

Ruchass. 

Raat 

Beekur. 

Dun*oo Reckurcc, 
Khallccpra. 

Lughar Dass. 

3Iegpunna ko choong Iho or 
thaunt Iho. 

^Icgpunna. 

Maigha. 

Khalcc kliomch. 

Kuhn a. 

Kulmce. 

Iss klmlmu kce runncc ptik- 
hcela bulioot hai. 

Ls kour kuimee ciminaU bu- 
hoot hai. 

Cluimall. 

Thanga daulviggce oon cheep* 
wamut tlfjouna. 

Cliotwa. 

Chouklee. 
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A strangler, 

To murder, 

^ -To seize the hands of travel- 
lers. 

To seize the feet. 

The man who, seizes the hands 
^ of the travellers. 

The feet. 

The head. 

The throat, 

The hands, 

The belly. 

The eyes. 

The tongue. 

The mouth, 

A dead body. 

Place the body on yovur head, 

A dry well, 

A well with water in it, 

A donkey. 

The earth, 

^ The kussee, or pick-axe, 

A scout placed on the road 
when the gang intend mur- 
dering travellers, 

> The carrier of the dead body. 
The expression used by the 
scouts to let the gang know 
of the approach of travellers. 
The expression made use of by 
the scouts to let the gang 
know every thing is safe. 

To sleep. 

To awake, 

Awake such a person. 


Khulleepur dass. 

Lugharna. 

Koto kupurna. 

Chank kupurna. 

Kottcea. 

Chaukcca. 

Thannce. 

Nmnna. 

Kote. 

Jour, 

Chorkuttee. 

Lallkee. 

Khundroo. 

Katkce. 

Katkee tameeapur dhur Iho. 
Chursaira reckhai. 

Ditto narkho. 

Chmnailla. 

Rainee. 

Kussailla. 

Suwailla. 

Rumailla. 

Dans ooree hae ya mukkhee. 

Mukkhee ooree hae. 

Purrola. 

Khopo. 

Kohokurlao. 
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Expression used by the gang 
in communicating to each 
other, the travellers have 
awoke from their sleep. 

An expression used by the Je- 
madars to put the gang on 
the alert. 

One of the signals for murder- 
ing travellers. 

Whom shall we murder fu'st, 

A' sword, 

A shield, 

A gun, 

A spear, 

A knife, 

A stick, or latthcc, 

A charpoy, 

A bow and arrows, 

A Brahmin traveller, 

A Mussulman ditto, 

A Rajpoot ditto, 

A palankeen bearer, 


Baet ja ganja soolfa pie be. 


Khulleepra dass ya lughar dass 
aao soolfa pec Iho. 

Oot bhace highar chouko. 

Bluiipaila duin koan lugawaga. 
Darratee. 

Kaplee. 

Dawallce. 

Khoproo, alias Buttanee. 
Baiircc. 

Kattanee. 

Sallarec. 

Surkundee. 

Thamua. 

Totliroo. 

Koodce, alias Tuttoe. 

Jallcea. 


Q. Do you worship any Goddess ? 

A. Yes, Kallee, and we always make an olfering to her be- 
fore openiug an expedition and sacrifice a goat in her immc in 
the following way. ^Ve get a light and throw glice and M»t!ie 
frankincense upon it, which the Jemadar takes in his hands .uni 
places it on the goat’s head, and he then takes some rice and 
throws it also on the head of the goat, which, if he slundd nun c, 
the omens arc deemed propitious, and the Lughar Ihu’-*, or 
stnmglei's, rise np and .slay off the head of the animal which 
presented to Kallee, ajjd the Jemadar inarka the fbrehc.ul of all 
the jneinbers of the gang with its blood, and the omens arc 


deemed fiivounible for the opening of tin- expedition. 

iShuuld the goat, on the contrary, not move it > head ‘.vhee, tia* 
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rice, &c. is tlirown upon it, the omens are (Iceined unfavour- 
able and nothing would induce us to go on an expedition. Wc 
feast on the flesh of the goat after sacrilicing it, if the omens 
have been pronounced favourable. 

After the sacrifice of the goat in the name of the Goddess 
(Kallee) we observe the call of the partridge and the jackal. 
If the partridge calls on the loft, and then on the right, wc con- 
sider it favom’able, and call it the omen of Daoo, and immedi- 
ately commence an expedition. Wliile on tlie contrary, if tlic 
partridge should onlj’’ call from the right or left, wc deem it un- 
ftrvourable and defer our departure. 

The call of the jackal on the left is considered propitious, and 
on the right the contrary. The call of the jackass on the right 
is also pronoiuiced to be favourable, .is well as a deer crossing 
from left to right, and if reversed, the contrary. 

Q. Do you make any oftering to the kussee or pick-axe ? 

A. Yes, we place it before the light which we consider sa- 
cred, and after covering it over with sweetmeats and frankin- 
cense, offer up our prayei*s to it. 

Q. What caste do you call the Naeks ? 

A. They were originally Rajpoots, and trace their origin 
fi'om a village in the Jeipore states called Khirnee, where Ram- 
chunder quarrelled with Purrusram, a great man of the Rajpoot 
caste, and put to death every one he could find of that caste, 
which induced the people to adopt that of Chumar, Naek, &c. 

Q. How many clans are the Naeks divided into ? 

A. Chowrassee, or eighty-four. The names of those I recol- 
lect are, 

Rajawuth, 

Bhutteeae, 

Rattour. 

Q. Relate the men you may be acquainted with, who follow 
the trade of Thuggee ? 

A. Mohun Sing, caste Bawurree, son of Motee Sing, resident 



of Kalamang near Rajghur, who has a gang of fifteen men, and 
was present A\ith me at Kotah and at other affairs, 

Bowdree Sing Jemadar, son of Ooday Sing, cttste Rajpoot, 
who has a gang of twenty men. 

Sewa Sing, age 40, caste Rajpoot. 

Luchmun Sing, „ 40, ditto. 

Khan Sing. 

Ooday Sing, „ 50. 

Hookoom Sing. 

Bay Sing, „ 45. 

j Maun Sing, Brinjarra, resident of Nannooa, in die Jeipore 
j states, who has a gang of fifty Thugs. 

Nimiroo Sing, Brinjarra, son of Ooday Sing, resident of Soe- 
kur in the Jeipore states, and has a gang of one Imndrcd men. 

Deeannauth Jogee, son of Totanauth, resident in the Jeipore 
I states, has a gang of one hundred men. 

Bichaonauth Jogee, son of Mauncenauth, resident in tiie Jci- 
p'ore states, has a gang of one hundred men. 

Totanauth Jogee, age 30, son of KiirrueknautJi, residing 
in the Jeipore states, has a gang of fifty men. 

Deara Jemadar, age GO, caste Naek, resident of Lengluina 
in the Jeipore states, lias a gang of twenty men. 

• Q. When do you consider a man capable of using the Kha!- 
leepra or handkerchief? 

A. xVfter a Thug has been on two or tliree expeilitions, and 
we find him a clever e.xpert youth, lie gencndly entrcius to he 
instructed in the use of it, whicli is done in the following w.iy. 

A part of the gang go into the jungle, and spread a cloth on 
the ground, upon which they place a light and the l;nguoch< 
or Khallcepra or Ruumaui in front of it ; they then throw .ouiie 
ghee and other frankincense on the lamp, ;uul if it should hia-'v 
freely, the omens are deemed propitious, and the Kliaih epr-s. t' 
given to the Lughar wlio receives in getiefal an extra ru- 

pee for the duties of his oiUce. 

t Signed) 


C. K 





73 


The first Confession of Gopaul Dass, son of Khema, Jemadar 
of Thugs, resident of the Joiporc states, by profession a Thug, 
taken in my presence on the 22d of xiugust, 1838. 

Q. From whom did you learn the crime of Thuggee ? 

A. From my parents, who have been Thugs for many gene- 
rations. 

Q. What do you understand by Thuggee, and what term 
have you for it in your own language ? 

A. We ca ll it Lugar Pass, which sinnifies murderin g_tra.\icl- 
lers with a handkerchief. 

Q. Relate the murders you maj' have committed after your 
release from Muttra ? 

A. I left my home at Karr, in the jMuttra district, with a 
gang of 20 or 25 Thugs, under Gurreeb Dass Jemadar, and we 
reached Goburdhun by the usual stages, where Gurreeb Dass 
succeeded in inveigling eight travellers, viz. four men and four 
women of the Hindoo caste, and eiglit of their children, and 
persuaded them to accompany us. Passing through Shahpore, we 
reached Belochepore in three or four days, where we encamp- 
ed in a garden. During the night Gurreeb Dass invited the tra- 
vellers to smoke the hookah, and gave the following signal to 
the stranglers, “ Kappree-ka-lee-lughar-girro,” which signifies, 
murder them with your roomauls, and the eight travellers were 
strangled. 

We threw their bodies into the river, and the following 
morning proceeded with their eight children to Buncharee, to 
the Harrol Thana, where Byroom Kotwal, my uncle, left the 
gang with two children for Delhie, and the remainder of the 
gang, with six children, went' to the village of Bhoora in the dis- 
trict of the Paloundee chie^ who, hearing of our arrival, or- 
dered us all to be sent to Paloundee, arid took the children 
away from us, and asked us the price of them, which we said 
was 150 Rupees, and he theri sent his sepahees to take the 
whole'of the children away from us, and confined, us for four 
months, and afterwards gave us our release, instructing us not 

J 
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10 commuaicate to anv one the porticuhtrs of our arroj 

V 4 

getting mj- release, I returned home. 

Q. Do you tl'dnk the Paloundee chief has novv the 
he took away iroiu you ? 


Af.cr 


Oai 5 . 


A. Yes. 


Q. Do you know what became of the childre’a Bhyroom teak 
with him to Dolhie ? 

A. I cannot s;iy. 


Q. Describe die appearance of the people you 
A. Ist. One man of {ho Jat caste atmur forty ycais ohi ; .va> 
thcr thirty years; a third about twenty-dve \ears, and a femm 
about twenty years. One woman, .\bout twenty years e.wi : too 
about tAventy-iive years, and the fourth, thirty -hve y c.u’S. .V de- 
scription of the children plundered : — 


Ist, A female child abvuit Id years cl A 


2d. 

ditto 

>> 

10 ditto. 

3A 

ditto 


S diti(.v 

4th- 

ditto 

%% 

9 ditto. 

5 th. 

ditto 

»> 

t> ditto. 

dtK 

.V Ixty 

)> 

S ditt.v 

Tth. 

ditto 

>» 

0 ditto. 

Sth. 

ditto 


0 d ittvX 


Q. State the n.imcs of thvX'e who were a]'prehvuaed I 
Paloundee chief? 
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■with my father Khema Jemadar’s gang, the particulars of ■which 
are as follows : 

We forming a gang of twenty-four men and women, left our 
village in the Muttra district, and proceeded to Gohurdhun, by 
the usual stages, where the mother of Jogee Dass won the con- 
fidence of two travellers and their four children, two male and 
two female ; one about eight years old, and the other a boy in 
arms, and brought them to our encampment. 

The following morning avc continued our journey with the 
above family and reached Biswassee, near Koto Kassim, in ten 
days, where avc encamped, and after dinner my father, Khema 
Jemadar, directed the Lughar Dass to be prepared with their 
handkerchiefs, and then gave the signal when the two travellers 
were strangled by Bhoora, at large, and Salig Dass, at large. 

After they were dead, I, Jankee Dass, Salig Dass, Bhooree, 
Jewun Dass, Hookuma Brinjarra, Byroom Brinjarra, Mungla 
Brinjari*a, Tiloka Naek, and Sooja, took the two bodies up, and 
carried them to a nullah about two coss distant, where they were 
buried. We passed some days at Biswassee after this murder, 
and Edoo, a prostitute of RewaiTee, came to the gang and pur- 
chased two of the childi'cn, and another w'as given to the bro- 
ther of Kassim Khan of Kote Kassim ; after which we returned 
to Gobindgurh. 

Q. Can you disinter the remains of these two travellers ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think Edoo has still the two children belonging 
to the two travellers ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Relate the names of the Thugs concerned in this murder ? 

A. Khema Naek, father of deponent, in jail. 

Ruttun Dass, son of Khema Jemadar, brother of deponent, 
in jail. 

Gunga, wife of Davee Dass. 

Davee Dass, in jail. 

Bucktee, wife of Khema, in jail. 

J 2 



Radha, wife of Davee Dass, in jaii. 

Byrooroj Kotwall, brother of Ivhema Jemadar. 

Gurreeb Dass, son of Chyn Dass, and nephew of Khema Je- 
madar. 

Salga^ nephew of Khema Jemadai', son of Choi tun. 
liolla Naeky at large. 

Chenganathj alias Chunga, in jail. 

Jankee Dass, I brother of Alkha. 1 
BhooraNaek,/ in jail, , j 

Chutter Dass Naek, brother of Jankee Dass, at large. 

Sooja Naek, at large. 

Tiloke Naek, ditto. 

Ilooknma Brinjarra, adopted by Daoo Brinjarra. 

Kalleea, age 25, Brinjarra. 

B}Toora „ 40, ditto. 

Mungha, „ 22, ditto. 

The wife of Lalla. 

Gccauce, the wife of Jankee Dass. 
llamla Naek, daughter of Byroom Jemadar. 

Suroopee, Avife of SeAva, in jail. 

Rooree, wife of GuiTccb Dass, ditto. 

Radha, the adopted Avife of .Saiga. 

Q. What may be your toclmical term for a grave, and the 
dead body of a traveller ? 

A. The former avc call Chursaida, and the latter Ivailkte. 
lialUee chumuir dho, signilics, place the body in the grave. 

(Tn»c Translation,) 

(Signed) C. K. .MILL.S, 

./. 0\ S. 

Taiun Co.NKKSsJo.v. 

About ten months ago I left my home at Clohindgurhe 
a e’an'’^ of six or seven Thugs, aiul a IlimhiO vAumi'.n t- rsy 
veurs of age, and her l\v(» ehildreti, whom I inveigft-d tos'.!! ta-- 
Gobiiidgnrh ba/air, and prevailed on her to ;tceon)|uny oj to 
a village about three coss distant, Avhere we all cr.c.usuHil m •* 
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temple. la the evening I and two or three others of the gang 
went to the Zemindar of the village, and asked him to give us 
some wood to burn the body of one of our relations that had 
died. The Zemindar replied, that they would assist us in in- 
terring the remains, which I communicated to the gang on my 
return, upon which Pudma Jemadar gave the signal to the Lu- 
ghar Dass, or strangler, and she was instantl^'^ murdered by 
Shewlall Brinjarra ; we buried her body in the temple, and 
the following day proceeded with her two children to a village 
a short distance off, and sent to call Saijoo Brinjarra, who pur- 
chased them from Gurreeb Dass, and after dividing the spoils, 
we all separated and returned home. I received six rupees as 
my share. . 

Q. Can you produce the remains of the woman ? 

A. Yes, I can. 


Fourth Confession. 

About eight months ago I left my home at Gobindgurh, in 
company with four or five Thugs, and proceeded to KaiT, and 
from thence to Gobindgurh ; leaving that place on the' Goton- 
dee road, we met fom' travellers of the Alwar caste, viz. one man,' 
one woman, and their two children, whom we prevailed on to 
accompany us to a village near Gopaulgurh, where we sent a 
man to my father at Gobindgurh for some more Thugs, who 
directed Byroom Jemadar, Rama, Chutter Dass, and Lalla, 
to join us, which they did in the course of ten days ; after their 
arrival Pudma Jemadar gave the order to the Lughar Dass, and 
they were strangled by Luchee Brinjarra, KuUeean Brinjarra,' 
and Byroom. The bodies of the two elderly travellers were 
carried a short distance off and interred, and that of the woman 
was thrown into a hole. 

The following morning we continued our journey with the 
two children, and arrived in the course of eight or ten days at 
Raepore, Avhere we sold them to Saijoo Brinjarra for 40 rupees, 
and then returned to our homes. 
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Q. Can 3'ou disinter the remains of these bodies ? 
A. Yes. 


Fifth Confession. 

I left m3' village at Karr, in the Muttra district, and proceed- 
ed to Deeg, where I met the gangs of Kaner Dass and Tool- 
see Dass (in jail) assembled, whom I joined, and found that 
^163^ had inveigled into their compan}' a woman about ihirtv 
years old, with her three children, whom they invited me to as- 
sist in murdering. 

We accordingl3' left with the woman and her famil}*, and 
went to a village about two coss from Deeg, which wc reached 
late in the evening, and after dinner Toolscc Dots gave tiic 
following signal to the Lughar Dass, “ Lughar Iho,” and the 
woman was instantly strangled b3’ Bhcema Brinjarra, aftenvards 
I, Kaner Dass, and several others went to the Zuinindai-s of the 
village and told them we had lost one of our relations, and wish- 
ed to purchase some wood to burn her bod3’, wliich they gave 
us, and we returned to our encampment and l)urnt the ljudy of 
the Avoraan that night. After this we continued our marcli to tlic 
A'illage of Kama, where Motcc and Ghassce inveigled another 
woman and her three children, and brought her to onr encatnj>- 
ment. The following morning wc took tliis famil}' to a small vil- 
lage about two coss from Kama, and murdered the woman and 
her eldest daughter that night. The stranglers were Beeja and 
Mungulu. 

After burning their bodies avc returned to our former encaiup- 
ment, and then went to Becana with the whole of the children, 
and sent a man to call Saijoo Brinjarra, who purclue-cd ino male 
and three females from Toolsee Das.^, Kaner .nml (inrreeb 
Dass. I received only two rupees as in}* share, and tlicu rcuun- 
cd home. 


.Sixth (.’o.viT.-s>io.v. 


About four or live numiha ago I, Guitcc!) D.a 
were living at Gohimlgurh, ami 3 Iankee, the »ite 
inveigled from that b.uar an old wonun and 


. s, and utlivrs 
iu*.”" iliUjjh'-vr, 
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about eleven years of age, of the Hindoo caste, -and brought 
them to our house, and after passing some days with us, wc, 
forming a gang of ten or twelve, left Gobiudgurh in their com- 
pany and proceeded to Hursoulee Monpux’ree, a village about 
two coss from Gobindgurh, where we encamped in a temple, 
and then went to the Zemindars of the village and requested 
them to contribute some wood for the purpose of burning the 
body of our relation, which they did, and we returned to the 
temple where the gang Avere encamped ; during the night we 
awoke the old woman, and Gurreeb Dass Jemadar gave the 
signal to the Lughar Dass, to be prepared with the roomaul, and 
she was instantly strangled by Luchmun Dass. 

The following morning we continued our journey with the 
daughter of the murdered woman, and sold her to Nuthun Brin- 
jarra for sixteen rupees ; after this we returned to our homes. 

Seventh Confession. 

About a year ago, I and my gang won the confidence of 
three Brahmin travellers en route from Kotah to Muttra, and pro- 
ceeded with them to Sikree, where we all passed the day and 
then continued our march. The following morning, after hav- 
ing gone about a coss and a half fi’om Sikree, we put up for the 
day at a village three coss firom Kama. In the- evening Gui- 
reeb Dass gave the signal, and two of the travellers Avere strang- 
led by deponent and Jawahir Dass. We bmied the body of 
the woman and threw that of the man down in the jungle. 

After this we all went to Nuggur Avith the remaining female 
traveller. I then took her with me to my home at Gobind- 
gurh, and after passing some days there, I Avent Avith her to 
Jeipore and sold her to Gungaram Jat, resident of Jeipore, who 
parted Avith her again to Lalloo, a prostitute of that place. 

The following is a description of the travellers who were 
murdered : — 

1st. Brahmin, about thirty years of age, a male traveller. 

2d. Ditto, female, forty ditto.. ’ 
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The female Brahmin traveller, whom I sold at Jcipore, was 
the wife of the Brahmin Avhom wo murdered. 


Eighth Coxfessiox. 

About eleven months ago, after my return from Jeipore, I re- 
mained about a month at m3' home, and then left on another 
TJniggee expedition. We arrived at Xuggnr b)’ the UMtal 
stages, and there inveigled an old woman and her three daugh- 
ters, Avhom we prevailed on to accompany us to the village tif 
Pucharee, in the Jeipore states, which we reached in two or 
three days. 

After leaving that village, we came to some nullahs, where 
Pudma Jemadar gave the signal, and the old woman and her 
eldest daughter were strangled by Xewul Diiss and .JeeUu We 
threw their bodies into a nullah, and took her two children u ith 
us to Jeipore, one of whom was sold to Bridgelall, and another 
to Saijoo, Brinjarnis, for ten rupees. 

Q. Did 3'ou get an}* propert}* from thcae travellers ? 

A. No. 

Q. Can 3*ou disinter the remains of these victims? 

A. No, the}' were thrown down in the jungle and di.-ivovered 
by the police. 

Nixtii Coxfessio.v. 

• About eight or nine months ago, or during the Ilouly f< 'ti- 
val, Chanda atid Nurba, two men of the N.iefc e.eito, re-idciU.'kof 


Ghcejgurh, in tlje Jeipore states, and Tuobcf IXe--, (Itmg.i Da'’’, 
and Glutsee, residents of Decg, c.ime to iny home at GobmJ* 
giirh, and informed me of the di^jeitelj ofaome fri'a.'i!fe Ijcan r* 
who were going from Uajghnr to i?ikree, and 1 rent back Chan- 
da and Nnrba to Bajglmr to lind out the d.ty of their dep irmre, 
who did not rctuni agreeable l<» their promi-e, and 'roulae Ca i 
and Gunga Da-’ returneii to their humci .it Deeg; a.ul a < 'a 


(lav -• after the-e two men left, Citaadn and .Nhtrb i bne: 


intelligence of the .irriv.d of the li 
prcv.i.ied un t*^ )ke .s: ovtr hoe e 


nse eaf.h'tn oimm 

{Jobind^uJ.h, -,n 1 th''* 
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a party of us left in Ins company and miu'dered him in a water 
course, about two coss west of Gobindgurh, and carried his 
body a short distance off and buried it in a nullah. We got 
fi-om him 494 K-ajgurh rupees, of which I received 74 rupees. 

Q. Can you exhume the body of this traveller ? 

A. No. 

Toolsee and Gunga Dass came and demanded a share of the 
plunder, but I assured them that I had not murdered the trea- 
sure bearer, who was dispatched by a Mahajun from Sikree in 
the Bhmrtpore states, the particulars of which will now be learnt 
by reference to the local authorities at Sikree. 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 

yl. G. S. 


The first Confession of Geean Dass, son of Aundadoond Je- 
madar, caste Naek, resident of Jowlee, taken in my presence on 
the 3d of September, 1838. 

Q. How many sons has your father Aundadoond Jemadar ? 

A. By his first marriage he had two sons, Chutter Dass and 
myself, and by the second marriage Ghassee, Gopaul, and Go- 
bind. 

Q. How many brothers had Aundadoond Jemadar, &c. 

A. One Gopaul Dass, who is dead. 

Q. How many of your brothers foUow the trade of Thuggee ? 

A. Gobind and Chutter Dass. 

Q. From whom did you learn the system of Thuggee ? 

A. I left my home at Jowlee and went to Gobindgm’h, where 
I found the gangs of Khema and Jewan Jemadars, who in- 
structed me in the use of the Roomaul or Khalleepra, and asked 
me to accompany their gangs on a Thuggee expedition, which 
I consented to, and we, passing through Ulwar, encamped in a 
jungle a short distance off, and deputed five Thugs to go in 
search of travellers, who joined us shortly afterwards with tw'o 

K' 
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elderly travellers and their four children, who spent the day 
with us, and in the evening the parents of the children were 
prevailed upon to accompany a party of Thugs to a convenient 
place for their murder, and strangled by Jawahir Dass and Bal- 
luck Dass. We carried their bodies to a nullah called Nuddee, 
about two fields from our encampment, and threw them into it ; 
the four children of the murdered people were sold to a Brinjar- 
ra, at Raepoi’e, for 40 rupees, by Sewa Dass, Joda Dass, Salig 
Dass, and Khema Dass, of which I received 1 Rupee as my- 
share. . 

Q. How many daughters had Aundadoond Jemadar ? 

A. One, named Rookma, who was married to Luchmun Dass. 

Second Confession. 

After my return from my first expedition, I remained some 
time at home, and then left Jowlee with a gang of ten men 
and women for Goburdhun, and not succeeding in finding any 
travellers there, we returned via Ghatandee, where Hmi’ee Sing, 
(a prisoner in jail,) induced us to remain, while he went back 
to Gobindgurh in quest of travellers. He rejoined us the fol- 
lowing day with a family consisting of one man, one woman, 
and six children ; when he arrived, we concealed ourselves in 
the jungle, and afterwards introduced ourselves to them and 
prevailed on them to accompany us to the village of Iklaira, 
and encamped about a coss from it in a northerly direction. 

In the evening, we availed ourselves of a favoui'able opportu- 
nity for our designs, and murdered the two elderly travellers, 
and three of their children, who were not of a sufficient age to 
dispose of; the bodies of these five victims were taken up by 
Mohun Dass, Hurree Sing, Joda, Luchniun Dass, and thrown 
into a dry well about one coss north of the village of Iklaira, 
which is about one coss from the city of Deeg. The three 
other children belonging to the murdered people were sold to 
Nuthoo and Byroom Brinjarras, for 15 rupees, of ivhich I 
received 7 annas as my share. 
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Third Confession. 

After my last expeditioiij I remained some time at my home 
and then left on another Thuggee expedition with the gang 
of Salig Dass, who Avon the confidence of a female traveller 
and her three childrenj and prevailed on them to pass the day 
Avith us at Nuggui'j and the following morning Ave took them 
to a deserted Aullage, and the female traveller and one of her 
children Avere murdered that night by JoAvahir Dass and Salig 
Dass; Ave carried their bodies to a AveU about half a coss east of 
the village and thrcAv them into it. 

The tAA'o remaining female children of the murdered traA^el- 
lei'j Ave took Avith us to a village north of Nuggar, and sold them 
to tAvo Brinjarras named Beerbull and Motec, of Avhich I re- 
ceived 6 annas as my share. 

Q. Can you point out the avcII in Avhich you threw the bo- 
dies ? 

A. Yes. 


Fourth Confession. 

After my return from the last expedition, I remained tAvo 
months at home and then left my house at JoAA'lee on another 
expedition. On our an-ival at Nuggur, Ave Avere joined by five 
other Thugs, and Flurree Sing Brinjarra succeeded in Avinning 
the confidence of tAvo travellers, one male and one female, and 
their three childi'en, Avho Avere prevailed on to accompany 
us to Jonatra in the Bhurtpore states, Avhich Ave reached in 
three days, and encamped at a small village about a coss from 
Jonatra. In the evening Ave murdered the two elderly tra- 
vellers, and one of their children, Avho Avas too old to dispose of; 
their bodies Avere carried aAvay by Hurree Sing, approver, and 
Luchmun, and throAvn into a Avell, and the tAvo remaining chil- 
dren of the murdered people were sold to Motee and Beerbul 
for 16 rupees, of Avhich I received 7 annas as my share. 

Q. Can you point out these bodies ? 

A, Yes. 

K2 
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Fifth Confession. 

icturn from tlio last expedition, I remained some 
days at my home at Jowicc, and then left with a gang of ten 
men on another expedition; we arrived at the city of Luchmun- 
gnrh, and I’rom the bazar of tliat place, Hurlall won the confi- 
dence of a male traveller and his two children, whom Ave pre- 
vailed on to accompany us to the village of Biswassee in the 
Jeiporc states, and the following day to the ghat of Jamroulee ; 
in the evening the elderly traveller and his son wore strangled 
by Salig Dass and Luchmun Dass ; the bodies of the travellers 
were carried a short distance and thrown down in a jungle; 
after which we returned with the remaining child to Uhvur and 
sold her to Bhuppoo Brinjarra, at Raepore, for 16 Rupees. We 
got from these tra\ellcrs some cooking utensils and a poney. 

The poney belonging to these travellers died fi'om starvation. 

I have now related the particulars of every miu’der I have 
been concerned in, excepting the one pci'jietrated in my father 
Aundadoond Jemadar’s house at Jowlec, the particulars of 
which I have previously detailed. 

(True Translation.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 

Asst. Genl. StipL 


The Confession of Gecau Dass, son of Aundadoond Jema- 
dar, taken in my presence on the 17 th September, 1838. 

About eight or nine months ago, I left my home at Jowlee, wth 
a gang of fifteen men on a Megpunna expedition, and we reach- 
ed Kimiair in three days, where Mungalee, Sewa Dass, Doon- 
fra, and his mother, inveigled from that bazar two travellers, 
one male and one female, and their two children, one twelve 
years of age, and the other ten, of the Jat caste, and they after- 
wards succeeded in winning the confidence of two ti-avellei-s of 
the mallee caste and their two children, and brought them to 
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our encampment. The following morning we prevailed on them 
to accompany us to a village five coss from Kumair, called 
Bhagwalla, where we passed the night; early the following 
morning Ave continued our journey, and passed the day in a 
jungle near the village of Nmibur. In the night I awoke the tAVO 
Jat travellers and gave the signal (Lughar Iho) to the Lughar 
Dass, and they were strangled by Dhooma and Mungulee. 
After disposing of these, Ave aAvoke the tAvo mallee travellers, 
and they Avere strangled by Mohun and Luchee. The bodies 
Avere carried a short distance off and thrown into a Avell which I 
can point out. 

We returned with their children to Jowlee, and a few days 
aftei-Avards sold three of them to Chuttroo Jat, resident of Jub- 
booa, and the I'emaining child to BeerbuU Brinjarra, for ten 
rupees, which were divided amongst the gang. 

Q. Can you disinter these bodies ? 

A. Yes. 

(True Translation.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 

Asst Genl. Supt 


The first Confession of Mahakoor, alias Radha, the adopted 
wife of Salig Ram, a Jemadar of Thugs, nephew of Khema Je- 
madar, daughter of Choitun Sing Jat, resident of Subbapore in 
the Bhurtpore states, taken in my presence on the 17th August, 
1838. 

About nine years ago I, my mother, father, and four bro- 
thers, named 

Hurbbujjun, about 15 or 16 years of age, 

■ LuUoo, ditto 7 ditto, 

Plurdaio, ditto 5 ditto, and 
Geerawur, 

left our homes in a bullock cart Avith the intention of proceed- 
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ing to lianijic. On our arrival at Dunkoiir in the Bulumii-huhur 
district, we went to a bunnceas sho]), and on our return a party 
of Brinjarras and Byragees came to our encampment ami pa‘- 
vailcd on us to accompany them, which we did, ami after hpcml- 
ing the evening with them, wo agreed to continue our juarch 
with them in the morning, and passed the next night t>a the 
banks of the Jumna. Umree, one of the gang, took me and 
my two brothers Ilurdaia and Lulloo away from our [)areuts, 
and on awakintc the following morning, we lost all truces of them, 
and when we incpiircd after them, the memliers of the gang 
beat us and threatened to murder us if we made a itoi.->e. 

The next day the gang took me to Ilauppcr, and from liictu’c 
to Nyashulmr, wliere I was shown to some Gyp:-ii',-«, but they 
did not oft'er a sutUcieut stun for me, and I was made over to 
Khemu Jemadar, and my two brothers were delivered to Kiq .$ 
Jemadar, who sold them for a pair of silver bracelets and .-nmc 
money, and I wiis afterwards disposed of to .Sallg.i, .v nepiievv lU 
Khema Jemadar, whom I have lived with v-’ince the murder et 
my parents. 

/IctmtrL'i. 

This woman’s.parents liaving been all murdered by 'rhug-, 1 
have admitted her as an evidence, ami taken her depo.utioo on 
oath. 

(t^igmal) C. 1‘.. MIU.S, 

0\ nL H :r. 


Q. K'ehite the particulars of the murder oS the t'oj axaivn 


»ik ^ 


.lowlee 

A. Abtml eigfil inoutii! .igo, Huriee >!!sg, .'b-ieur I 
ami (lolutiii l).!.--, Vtitij llie foSsiirleuee <>S o .futu e u’ol : 
three eli'ddren, ami S.digr.uu, tin ..d.ipiiil hu i .oel, Uf^s- 
Fakeertu-e uoaian asui her thtve ehdd.fvn. ,aei ta-' ~ ^ 
brought tit i!;e loxt; < “t iuy hiptv > t hu h./ioh \,.> l i--e : > 

lise hoU'C t.’t AiU>4.i'to.tu'l Ji'mailai , Us'l iU**; • • 'S'-t 
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iays with them, they were both murdered. One of the children 
belonging to the Jatnee woman was given to the mother of Mo- 
bun Dassj and I do not know what became of the others. 

The three children of the Fakeernee woman were sold by 
my husband Saligram, to Khoshala Brinjarra. 

Q. Did you ever attempt to make your escape after the mur- 
der of your parents from Saligram who adopted you ? 

A. Yes, I attempted to run awa}'^ from him, but was always 
prevented. 

Q. Have you ever accompanied your husband on a Thuggee 
expedition ? 

A. No, but I was present at the murder of the Fakeernee 
woman in Aundadoond’s house at Jowlee, who was strangled 
in my presence by my adopted husband, and her body was car- 
ried away by him and Hurree Sing. 

Q. Did you not feel any compunction in witnessing these 
acts of murder ? 

A. Yes, I did, but I had no opportunity of getting away. 

Q. Has your adopted husband any other occupation but 
murdering travellers for their children ? 

A. None. 

’ / 

Q. Does he ever return fi'om an expedition with consider- 
able property ? 

A. No, never more than is requisite for his maintenance. 

Q. How many children do you suppose he has attained, by 
murdering their parents since you have been with him ? 

A. I should say about twenty. 

Q. What may be the occupation of the Thugs’ wives, who 
accompany them on expeditions ? 

A. They generally inveigle the female travellers and take 
their families with them for that purpose. 

(True Translation.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 'Asst. Gent Supt ' ' 
(True Copy.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, Asst. Genl. Supt. 
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The Confession of Oodaitkooi’j daughter of Assairam, caste 
Brahmin, resident of Burrairee, in the Gwalior states, age twen- 
ty years, taken in my presence, on the 16th August, 1838. 

Q. What is your real name ? 

A. Oodaitkoor, which I have never changed. 

Q. How did you conic to live with Sallga, a Thug ? 

A. About five years ago I lost my father, and in consequence 
of the distressed state of the country, I left my village in com- 
pany with my mother, brother, (two uncles) Nuthooa and Bug- 
wan, and two cousins Jumnar and Gunga, with the intention of 
proceeding to Hurdwar for Ganges water. 

On our arrival at Muttra, we met Gurreeb Dass and Sewa 
Dass, who prevailed on us to accompany them, and ive all went 
to their encampment near Husseeagunge, where we found a 
large gang of Byragee Thugs assembled. We remained with 
them one night, and the following morning they took away my 
two uncles and my mother, leaving me witli Jewan Dass’ wife, 
whom they murdered, and after throwing their bodies into the 
river, returned and told me that my parents had gone to the 
Ganges, and directed me to be left in charge of Jewan Dass’ 
ivife. 

Q. Did you ever see your two cousins and brother after the 
murder of your parents ? 

A. I saw them once afterwards, and have since learnt that 
they were sold to a prostitute at Kurnaul. 

Q. How did you come to live with Sallga ? 

A. He adopted me as his wife after the murder of my pa- 
rents. 

Q. Have you ever accompanied Sallga on a Thuggee expe- 
dition since the murder of your parents ? 

A. Yes, after the murder of my parents, I accompanied the 
gang of Nursing Dass, alias Khema Jemadar, to Bhurtpore, 
where, after passing a couple of months, wc came to luirruk- 
nuggur, where they inveigled seven travellers witli eight chil- 
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dren, who after passing some days with them, were taken to 
the banks of the Jumna and murdered. 

(True Copy.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 

Asst. Gcni. Siipf. 


The Confession of Kaner Dass, son of Bhugwan Dass, caste 
Naek, taken in my presence. 

About six or seven months ago, I left, with my gang, on a 
Thuggee expedition with two travellers, one man and one wo- 
man, and their three children, whom I inveigled from Jowlcc, 
and prevailed on them to accompany us to Koto, where, not 
finding a convenient place for thch murder, we returned with 
them in a southerly direction, and sent two children of the tra- 
vellers in advance with a party of Thugs, while I and the re- 
mainder of the gang encamped with their parents in our sir- 
kee or tents, and murdered them during the night as well as 
one of their children about four months old, who was too young 
to dispose of; the latter I strangled myself. 

We threw their bodies into a hole which I can point out, and 
sold then* other two children to Pursa and Govinda, Brinjarras, 
for 50 rupees, which was divided amongst us, and I received 3 
rupees as my share. 

(True Copy.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS, 

Asst. Genl. Supt. 


The first Confession of Hurree Sing, alias Seetal Dass, alias 
Sewram, son of Dyaram, taken in my presence, on the 22d Au- 
gust, 1838. 

In Sumbut, 1890, commonly called the Nubbeea sail, I went 

T. 



to borrow some money trom the Zemiiulars of mv villaijc, .ejuI 
on my arrival at Seekree Futtecporc, in the Agra tihsricJ. 1 
met an encampment of Brinjarms under a celcbran-cl Jcjjj.uLm 
named Rajannn, who invited me to join his tand.i or ij.ini'. 1 
con.-^eiued, and proceeded with them to Agra, on tlieir pruuih- 
ing to insure me a livelihood, wliSch ihev did, hv murdorln-' 
travellers and plundering their children. Wc then, lijrafusi a 
gang of six men and women, arrived at Agra, ulicre ('Inunv 
and Rambuksh, Brinjarras, inveigled a family cou^i.'^iug of taw 
man, two women, four male children, and two feuiak-’, uh-.t 
were prevailed on to return with us in the dircetioii of Bhurt- 
pore. 

We encamped at a small vilhige on the banks of a tank, ai«au 
ten coss trom Bhurtpore, and in the evening, .'[uoHooa, nri!}j..r- 
ra, prevailed on the travellers to ait down togetlier, and itiid 
me to strangle one of them, its I coultl nut find a more inHiflt- 
able trade than learning the xiae of the Klsallecpra or Ijandktr- 
chietj which L consented to, and o}H;ratcil o£\ t>nc of tiu-c (ta* 
vellcrs, while Hambukah and another man strangled the utiicr, 
one of whom was a child in anus. Wo threw tat* of their 
dies iuio a well, and the other down in the jiuigle. 'i’hcir ‘i\ 
children we took with vus to Fnlleeporc ^'cekrec aiid ;o!il them 
fur SO rupees, of which aum 1 receisetl eigiit nttK i. i toy 
share. 

(I, Can von point out the bodies of thcac travellers.' 

A. Ye.-^, I can. 

Q. Ahi't the body yon three, duaj} in the jsjngh*, < 

bv the .uithuritu" r 

A. Yr.. 


.''itco.vp Co.s’n;- >{ov. 

Oa mv retnra from my sir a I reoi .o. .1 1 ? »■ 

at mv h'>;ne, and ttwn lelt ni atr eva.rU d.;,. ,?. e.. o < ■ 
'T.il at N’siggur, I f U in '.itU .r g . '‘gfO Br* , i 

d.i'te.-l ..ere in !I;e h -b ; <'f tlhn.* ad u^, 
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tliat 1 had been on an expedition with Bhimmee Jemadar, they 
invited me to join them, and we all proceeded to Sirsagunge, 
in the Mynporee district. While encamped in a garden, a chu- 
mar,his wife, and two children came to our encampment, to whom 
we promised to give employment, and the following morning 
returned with them in the direction of Bhurtpore, and reached 
Kumair during the night. Beerbull J emadar remailced, we will 
disburse some sweetmeats, and gave the signal to the Lughar 
Dass, viz. ‘ Khalleepra feenk-lho,’ and the two travellers were 
strangled by Beerbull Brinjarra. ' 

We carried their bodies a short distance off, and thrcAv them 
into a well, and then returned with the children of the mm'der- 
ed people to the encampment of Beerbull Jemadar, and sold 
them for 70 rupees to some Gypsies, of which I received 10 
rupees and 4 annas as my share, and then went to, the tan- 
da or encampment of Ram Sing Brinjarra, 

Thiud Confession. 

After the murder of the Chumar and his wife, I went with 
Ram Sing to Khoosallgurh in the Kurroulee district, and 
purchased two Chumar children of a man of the Megpunna 
caste, and afterwards inveigled a Chumar woman with her two 
children, whom we prevailed on to accompany us. Ram Sing 
' wished to take them back to the place, where his gang was en- 
camped, which I would not consent to, knowing that they Avould 
claim a share of the plundei', and he then sent for his brother 
Guluba, who strangled the woman; we buried the body in the 
sand, but I cannot say if it will be now found. 

The two children we purchased at Khoosallgurh, I took home 
with me, and sold one of them for 60 rupees to Bhooree Kun- 
jur ; the other unfortunately died. 

Fourth Confession. 

After the affair described in my last confession, I returned 
home, and after spending some days there, went on a visit to 
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my uncle Hurkishen Brinjarra, resident of Hindoowan^ in the 
district of the Kurroulee chief, and from thence proceeded 
with the under-mentioned men; 

Rutna Goojur, 

Dooda, Brinjarra, 

Ghassee, ditto, 

to Kurroulee, where I inveigled a woman and her two children 
of the Jat caste, and Rutna and Ghassee won the confidence of 
two other women and their two children, whom we intended 
murdering, but Rutna and Ghassee prevailed on us to forego 
our intentions as they were very pretty, and adopted them as 
their wives, giving me and the other members of the gang six 
rupees as our shai-e. 


Fifth Confession. 

I spent two months at home after retmming from Kurroulee, 
and then left with five other Brinjarras, on a Thuggee expe- 
dition. On our arrival at Doolepore Bhurree, we encamped in 
a temple, and Dewula won the confidence of two women and 
their two children, who after passing the night with us, re tinn- 
ed with us towards Agra, and put up at the village of Kurrou- 
lee, in the Agra district, where they were strangled by Dewula 
and Rutna, and after burning their bodies in the bed of a dry 
nullah, we returned home with the four cliildren and sold 
them to Dhoomee Brinjarra for 5 impees. 

• Sixth Confession. 

After I retmiied from the last expedition I remained four 
months at my home, and then went and joined a party of Brin- 
javras at Futteepore Seekree. After passing some days with 
them, we proceeded to Agra, and in crossing over the Jumna, 
inveigled a woman and her two children, and returned with 
them to the suraic, where we passed the night, and the folloiv- 
ing morning induced them to return with us towards Futtec- 
porc Seekree, and put up at the encampment of Munnoo briii- 
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jan-a. During tlie night we prevailed on the woman to leave 
the encampmenh and on the signal ‘ Huzzooree maup Iho’ be- 
ing giveiij she was strangled by Mcena, and after burning her 
body, we took her two children to ITuttceporc Scekrec and sold 
them for 15 rupees to some other Brinjarras. After remaining 
a few days Avith them, I returned on the Agra road with the 
same gang, and near that city we w'on the confidence of a tra- 
veller of the Aheer caste, and his child, whom we returned Avith, 
and passed a day with them at a village a shoit distance off. 
In the evening Moollooa Brinjarra said, Hurree Sing sit doAvn 
and perform the pooja of Dcean; on hearing Avhich the Avholc 
of the gang sat down, and then Moollooa Brinjarra said to me, 

‘ chillup-lhe,’ Avhich signifies, take hold of the hands ; ‘ lium 
huzzooveea fenkeenghee,’ I will throAV the roomaul, which he 
did on my seizing the hands of the traveller. We then thrcAv 
the body into the Jumna, and proceeded Avith the child to Fut- 
teepore Seekree, and after remaining a day or tAvo tlicre, Avent 
to Bhurtpore, Avhere we sold her to a Brinjarra, named Kliemn, 
for 25 rupees, which Avas divided amongst us, after making the 
usual deductions, and yielded 3 rupees 12 annas to each Thug. 
After this affair I returned home. 

Seventh Confession. 

After remaining at home about six months, (or about one 
year and ten months ago,) I Avent to the house of Ham Sing, 
Brinjarra, at Sourah in the Agra district, and there found a gang 
of twenty or tAventy-tAvo Thugs assembled, and after offer- 
.ing up propitiation to the Goddess Bhuwannee, and distribut- 
ing some sweetmeats in her name, Ave left on a Megpunna ex- 
pedition. On onr arrival at Muddarkhur, Ave separated in 
small parties, and I, Avith a gang of seven men returned toAvards 
Agra, and another seven men Avent in the direction of Furruck- 
abad, and a third gang in the direction of Beabah. I, with 
my gang, arrived at Agra, and there inveigled three tra\mllers, 
one man and two women, Avith their six children, whom we per- 
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suaded to travel with us'towards Muttra, aud passed the night 
at a small village near that place. After dining with the travel- 
lers, Ram Sing remarked, ‘ Khalleepra map Iho,’ to-morrow we 
will perform the pooja of Deean, which being one of our signals 
for murdering travellers. 

The three stranglers or lughur dasses were. Ram Sing, at 
large, Bullah, (one name short.) We burnt the bodies of these 
travellers near the village of Kana, and took their children with 
us to Tonk, where we sold them to some Gypsies for 70 rupees; 
of which I received 7 rupees as my share and retmmed home. 

Q. What became of the gangs that separated from you ? 

A. - They joined us again with three of four children, whose 
parents they had mm'dered, and sold them to a Gypsy at Tonk, 
who has a daughter called DiUara, and they are stid with her. 
After this affau* I returned home, and after remaining some time 
there, I joined the Byragee Thugs, and will relate the particu- 
lars of every miuder I have committed with them. 

Eighth Confession. 

After my return firom the last expedition, I remained three 
or four months at my home, and then became acquainted with 
Geean Dass, one of the Byragee Thugs in jail. After passiug 
three or four months with him, I went home and perpetrated 
two rniu’ders with the Brinjarras, and plundered several chil- 
di'en, one of whom, named Bhuwannee, and her two sisters, were 
received frrom the house of Roopla, Brinjarra, in jail. On hear- 
ing of my house being searched, I made my escape and went 
to the house of Aundadoond Jemadar (in jail at Jowlee), who, 
after asking me a few questions, discovered I was an accom- 
plished Thug, and invited me to accompany his gang on an ex- 
pedition, which I did ; and on om* arrival at Kumair we won 
the confidence of the following ti'aveUers, viz. two men and 
one woman of the Hindoo caste, whom we prevailed on to 
accompany us, on pretence of giving them sendee. Tliey 
consented, and we continued our march m the Bhm’tporc 
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direction ; near the village of Ukkhecgurh, we halted two day-S 
and on the third day, LaUee, wife’ of Aundadooud Jemadar, 
remarked that we had no IChalleepra-dall-nc-walla, or strang- 
ler, and sent me to call Geean Sing, which I did, and returned 
vnth him, who abused his wife for not using the KhuUecpru 
herself. 

We all continued our journey with the travellers, and deput- 
ed a man to look out for a well, or chiu'sara, in our language, 
and a convenient one was discovered about two coss distant, 
when Geean Dass gave the following signal, ‘ Imzzoorcea ina- 
peangee,’ and three travellers were strangled by 
i Gobinda, at large, brother of Geean Dass, in jail. 

Geean Dass, in jail. 

Mohun Dass. 

After which Geean Dass said, ‘ Katkee-utto churscerrcc mca 
jog lao,’ which signifies, remove the bodies and place them in 
the well, which order was obeyed. 

' We returned with the three children to Jowlec, and sent a 
man to call Saija Brinjarra, who purchased one of tlicm for 25 
rupees, and the two other were sold by Lalla, wife of Aunda- 
doond Jemadar to Bursa Brinjarra, of which I received 5 ru- 
pees as my share. 


Ninth Confession. 

After my return from the last expedition with the Byragce 
Thugs, I passed some time with Geean Dass, and about seven 
months ago proceeded with his gang on another expedition to- 
wards Muttra. On our arrival at Chuttree, we won the confi- 
dence of the following travellers, three women, and their five 
children, and returned with them in a Avesterly direction. We 
passed the day near the village of Budge ; in the evening Gee- 
an Dass, suggested continuing our journey, which we did, and 
after having gone about a coss, the travellers were induced to' 
sit down, when Geean Dass gave the signal ‘ huzzooreea map- 
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'rite men det.iilcd in my last confe'jion, were all present at 
tlii" expeihtion. 
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Eleventh Confession. 

After my return from the last expedition now about four 

months ago, I proceeded with Geean Bass’s gang agniii on a 

Megpunna expedition towards Deeg, and on onr arrival there 
we inveigled into our company one male and one female tra- 
veller, with their children, whom we prevailed on to accompany 
us towards Ukheegurh, and encamped near a Syed’s tomb. After 
passing the day with them, we persuaded them to join us in 
the pooja of Deean, and availed ourselves of the opportunity of 
murdering them. The stranglers or Lughardars were 

Luchmun Dass, arid 
Gobind Ram. 

We carried their bodies a short distance off, and threw them 
into a dry wed. which I can point out. 

The two children belonging to these travellers were given to 
Beerbull, Brinjarra, resident of Nuggm*, for sixteen rupees, of 
which I received one rupee as my share. 

The whole of the men detailed in my last expedition, were 
present at this, which was completed in two months. 

Twelfth Confession. 

I remained four days at home after my return fi’om the last 
expedition, and purchased a woman and a child of Buldeawa, a 
son-in-law of Kheama Jemadar, who, with the father-in-law of 
Geean Dass, joined our gang, which consisted of the same men 
and women as those detailed in my last confession, and we all 
proceeded with the woman and child to a village near Kote, 
and the former was murdered on the road by Gobind Ram, son 
of Aundadoond. •' 

We threw the body into a dry well, which I can exhume, and 

returned with the child to Jowlee and sold her to Saija Brin- 
jarra, 

Thirteenth Confession. 

Aftei my return from the murder of the woman whom I pur- 
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chased of Goburdhun, a prisoner in jail, I remained some days 
at my home, and about three months ago left on another expe- 
dition, in company with the Byragee Thugs, and on our arrival 
at Seekree, in the Ulwar states, Mohun Dass won the confi- 
dence of two travellers, one male and one female, with their 
two children, and prevailed on them to accompany us. 

We left Seela’ee in their company, and strangled them about 
two coss from the place. The stranglers or Lughardasses were. 
Deponent and Mohun Dass. 

We threw their bodies down in the jungle, and they were af- 
terwards discovered by the Zemindar. 

Q. What might have been the age of these two travellers ? 

A. The man was about forty years of age, and the woman 
about seventy, of the Hindoo caste. 

The children belonging to these travellers we sold to a bro- 
ther of Roopla, Brinjarra, in jail. 

Q. Did you inflict any wounds on the bodies of these^ tra- 
vellers ? 

A. We tore off their hands, and left all the clothes on their 
bodies. 

The Zemindars of the village of Seekree are of the Jat caste, 
and will be able to give every particulars of this murder. 

Fourteenth Confession. ‘ 

After the Sewnee affair, I remained a few days at my home,, 
and then went to Deeg, whei'e I met a gang of ten Thugs, and 
shortly afterwards we inveigled three travellers,' one male and 
two females, with then’ two children, whom we prevailed on to 
return with us towards Jowlee, where a party of the Deeg 
Thugs proposed to accompany us, but they expressed their as- 
tonishment at healing our intention of murdering ti'avellers ; 
we gave them however 2 rupees 8 annas as their share, and 
proceeded with the' travellers to a Chowkee near Gobindgurh, 
and there murdered them. 

We threw the body of the male traveller into a well, and 
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.tee of tu two female traveUets down the jungle w.thout 
extracting their clothes. ^ thrown, and 

thorities. travellers, were sold to 

The two children belonging t 

Dooda and Munsa Brinjarras. 


Fifteenth Confession. . ^ 

der in the house -a „ ^ Jowlee authonties, and 

bended with several other Thu^s by Tbuffo-ee 

reffceted my escape, and immediately started on a Thuggee 
i ettectea my t* Futteenore Scehree we met a 

expedition towards Agra. t-Upm towards 

female traveller and her child, and returned wrth them towards, 

Gohindgurh. about trvo coss from which place she was murdet- ^ 

edhyMooteeBrinjarra. We threw her body down m the 

iurrgle aird sold her child to the Gypsies for 5 rupees. 


Sixteenth Confession. 

After my return from the last expedition, or ten days pre- 
vious to ray arrest, I went to Ahum Bagh, in the Bhurtpore dis- 
trict, and was disappointed in finding only five Brinjarras, one 
of whom gave me a rupee for my food, which was to he adjust- 
ed the first murder w'e committed. 

We then all left for Goburdhun, and after passing some days 
there, succeeded in inveigling two women with their three 
children, whom we returned with towards Deeg, and Gopula, 
Brinjarra, murdered one of the women outside of the city of 
Goburdhun, and another woman who had preceded us, we 
overtook between Deeg and Gohindgurh and strangled her. 

The body of the ivoman murdered outside the city of Go 
\>iudgurh was discovered by the police, having been throw! 
down in the jungle, as also was the one murdered between Dee 
and that place. 
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VVe returned with the three children to Alluin Shah’s Ba^h, 
and sold one of them to Byroom Brinjarra at large^ and two 
others to Bonah Brinjarra, nephew of Saija Brinjarra, of which 
I received 5 rupees as my share, after deducting the one rupee 
that was advanced to me. 

The following are the names of the Thugs concerned. Go- 
pula Brinjarra, resident of Allum Shali’s Bagh, and three other 
men, whose names I am not acquainted with. After this af- 
fair, I went to the house of Sallga Brinjan'a, and was arrested 
with him. 


Miscellaneous. 

The Confession of Hurree Singh, alias Seetal Dass, son of 
Dyaram, resident of Luchmungurh, in the Ulwar district, taken 
in my presence, on. the 18th August, 1838. 

Q. Relate the particulars of the murder perpetrated in the 
house of Aundadoond Jemadar. 

A. I left my home at Luchmungurh and came to the house 
of Geean Dass, ivho prevailed on me to stay with him, as he 
had a ganj; of 40 Thu^s. About two months and a half ago I re- 
turned to Luchmungurh, for the purpose of inveigling travellers, 
and I succeeded in winning the confidence of a man of the 
Chumar caste, and his sister about 15 years old, whom I pre- 
vailed on to accompany me to Jowlee, and brought them to 
the house of Aundadoond Jemadar, whei'e they remained two 
days, when Sallga, a nephew of Kheama Jemadar, came to the 
house and said, he wanted some assistance in putting a chupper 
on his house ; on hearing this, Kaner Dass, Likma, in jail, and 
others jumped up and endeavoured to persuade the Chumar 
traveller to accompany us, but he appeared aware of our inten- 
tions and went to the place where his sister was sleeping ; we 
however followed him and murdered him outside the door, 
and deposited his body for the night in the house of Salig 
Ram, and took it with the body of the woman to a well west of 
the village of Gungoulee, in the Bhurtpore states, where thcic 
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are several peepul trees, and threw it in. The sister of the 
Chumar was sold to Baldeawa, a son-in-law of Khema Jemadar, 
who parted mth her again, and she effected her escape and re- 
lated the particulars of the murder of her brother to the Tha- 
koor of the village of Jowlee, who apprehended the following 
men : 

Aundadoond Jemadar, in jail, 

Jeewun Dass, ditto, 

Ghota Dass, 

Heera Dass, 

Banee Dass. 

They were kept in confinement fifteen days and then released 
on the secm'ity of Roopa, a liquor seller of Jowlee. The Thakoor 
of the village sent the Chumar girl back to her parents. 

Q. You have alluded to the murder of a Brahmin woman in 
your deposition ; relate the particulai's of this. 

A. Some days previous to the murder of the Chumar, Mo- 
hun Dass brought a woman of the Brahmin caste with her 
three children, to the house of Aundadoond Jemadar, where 
she remained six days, and was then taken to the. house of 
Ulkha prisonei-, where the female Thugs were directed to per- 
form their religious ceremonies, and the Brahmin woman’s at- 
tention being attracted by the singing, J owahir Dass threw the 
roomaul and instantly strangled her. 

Geean Dass, son of Aundadoond Jemadar, took one of the 
children, about eight years old, and Mohun Dass, disciple of 
Geean Dass, another, about four years old, and the third about 
a year and a half old, was given to Dowlut Jat, resident of 
Nugla, in the Bhurtpore states. Geean Dass afterwards gave 
his child to Roopa Kular, who afterwards retm-ned it. 

Q. Can you disinter the bodies of these victims ? 

A. Yes, I can. 

Q. What share did Roopa Kular get of this plunder ? 

A. Five rupees. > 
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'I’he Coafesaion of Hurree Sing, alias Seetul Dass, son of 
Dyarain, resident of Luclimungurli, by profession a Thug, tak- 
en in jny presence on the — August, 1838. 

(i. Y<hi have been apprehended for murdering the parents 
of Blunvanuce ; what have you to state in defence of this charge? 

A. Yes, r murdered tliein. Tiie particulars are as follows : 
J, in company with 3Iunsa and Doonda, two brothers of the 
Brinjarra caste, Luehmee, wife of Doonda, Runjeeta, nephew of 
Liiehmce, and Duaundcca, left our homes on a Thuggee expe- 
tlition, and at the seraie of Khundoulee, in the Agra district, 
met Bhuwannec, and gave her some food, after which she went 
and brought her mother and three brothers, one a young man 
jibout /iftcen ycai-s of age, and two others about seven or eight 
years of age, whom we prevailed on to return with us in a 
Avoslerly direction, and encamped with them at a village near 
tlic baidvs of the Jumna. In the evening it was proposed to ad- 
minister some poison to Bhuwannee’s mother and elder brother, 
^vhieh I did, and they wore afterwards strangled. I strangled 
the motlicr of Bhuwannec, and Munsa, the young man. 

Wc tlircw their bollies into a well, and proceeded with Bhu- 
wannee and her two brothers to Luchmungurh, where I receiv- 
ed 7 rupees 8 annas as my share of the plunder from Munsa 
and Doonda, and the former gave Bhuwannee to Hoopla his 
brother, and I persuaded him not to have connection with her 
for some time, but he took her* home with him and. violated 
her person that night. 

The following morning she made her escape from his house, 
and related the particulars of the murder of her parents to a 
sepoy of the Ulwar chief; on hearing which I, Munsa, and 
Doonda, effected our escape. 

Q. Where did you get the child that was found in your 
house when it was searched ? 

A. I bought her. 

The following arc the names of Thugs coircerned ; 

Munsa, ago 60. 



Dooluia, iwic .’5i\ 

o 

Liichnu'c, wife ot' Doaiul.i. 

Uuujcoia. uojtlu’w of lau’lunoc. 

DitMuuloca. 

Q. Were Dyamni, vtjur fatlier, and Uttopla. pr'noner.'^ under 
trial, concerned in this nmrtler? 

A. Xo, but Snrroojiee, wife <»f Ihilla Ihinjarra, and Uonpee, 
wife of nice Brinjarra, were pre-'ent. 

(J. W.c* Yonr wife concerned with you in this imirder, and 
how were Bhnwannee and lier two hi other.' received. 

A. They were received irom (lit* hou.-e ol Hoopla Briniarra, 
and iny wife ha*, never been pre,--ent with me at any murder. 

Ilcumr.’.f. 

This c.u-e is fully proved by the proecetlinii-* held by (he 11- 
war chief; I therefore shall make arrangements for the .'ure.'l of 
the wlmle ^au};, :md semi ft»r Bhuveannee and her two bnilher.-i 
to rccoi'ni/.c die defendant:-. 

('rrne 'rranslation. ) 

{.Signed; (*. 1C. 


Tlie Confe.s.iion of .Sali^ram, alia.s Byroom, caste originally 
Brinjarra, taken in my presence on the 7lh Seplemher, IBdS. 

Q- From whom did youdearn the system of Thuggee? 

A. I learned it from Kheama Jemadar, in Sumbut 1890, 
since which 1 have gained a livelihood by murdering travellers, 
and selling their children. 

About live or six yeans ago, in the Sumbut of Niibbced, I left 
my home in conseciuence of the distressed .state of the country, 
and went to Karr in the Muttra district, where Kheama Je- 
madar was residing, who made me one of his disciples, and I 
accordingly adopted the di.sguise of a Byragee, and some time 
afterwartls I w'ent on an expedition wdth the gangs of Gurreeb 
Dass and Salig Da.ss to Muttra, wdiere they inveigled two U'a- 
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vellers, one male and one female, with their two children, 
whom they brought to our encampment. 

The following day we took them with us to Sherghur, on the 
banks of the Jumna, and strangled the two grown up travellers. 
We threw their bodies into the river, and the following morn- 
ing continued our journey with their childi-en, who were dis- 
posed of by Khurga and Bhimma, Brinjarras, and I received 8 
annas as my share of the proceeds. On my return home, Khea- 
ma Jemadar proposed to instruct me in the 'art of using the 
Khalleepra, or handkerchief, which I became expert at, and 
have since always had the duties of Lughar Dass, or strangler, 
assigned to me. 


Second Confession. 

About five or six months ago, I left my home at Golundgurh, 
with a gang of ten or twelve men, on a Thuggee expedition, and 
went to Gobm'dhun, where Kheama Dass, Gunga, wife of Da- 
vee Dass, and Davee Dass, prisoners in jail, won the confidence 
of a female traveller and her child, whom they brought to our 
sirkee or tents. 

The next day we prevailed on them to accompany us, and 
reached Seekree in three days, and that evening the woman 
' was strangled by Kaner Dass, while I assisted him by holding 
her feet. 

We burnt the body that night, and her child was purchased 
by GmTeeb Dass firom Davee Dass for 10 rupees, who after- 
wards sold her to Saijoo Brinjarra, of Raepore. 

Remarks. 

This case may be proved, as Kheama Jemadar says, he can 
point out the child, whom his nephew sold to Saijoo Brinjarra. 

The depositions of Davee Dass, his wife, and Kaner Dass, 
must he taken in this case. 

Third Confession. 

About a year ago, I left ray house, with the gang of Balluck 
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Dass on a Thuggee expedition. We crossed the Jumna at 
Husseeagungej and encamped on the banks near Bindrabund, 
and Guvreeb Dass went to tlic city of Muttra, and inveigled two 
travellers, one male and one female, with their three children, 
on pretence of giving them employment, and brought them 
Avith him to our sirkee or tents. 

The followiinr morniu" we recrossed the Jumna, and cn- 
camped on the banks, and that night the two travcUei's were' 
strangled by Gurreeb Diiss and Phoosiu 

Their bodies were thrown into the river, and we took their 
children with us to a village in the 3Iuttra district, and they 
were afterwards taken awa}' b^^ ^Munsa Brinjarra, at the valua- 
tion of 80 rupees, who has never paid the money to this day. 
We got a bullock from these travellers, which was given to the 
Sumdee of Kheama Jemadar, whose son was betrothed to his 
daughter. 

Continuation of the Confession of Saligram, alias Byroom. 

After ray return from this expedition, I remained some time 
at home, and then proceeded with a gang of fifteen or twenty 
men and women towards INIuttra. At the city of Bulcdean,Aveput 
up at a Bunneea’s shop, and my wife and Gunga Dass, went to 
look out for travellers, Avho returned shortly afterwards with a 
poor woman and her child, whom we persuaded to accompany ' 
us towards Deeg, which Ave reached in three or four days, and 
I strangled the Avoman in our sirkee or tents, on the evening 
of our arrival. We burnt the body of the Avoman, and sold her 
child to Bhoopa Brinjarra, for 12 rupees, afterAvards Ave all re- 
turned home. 

(True Translation.) 

(Signed) C. E. MILLS. 

(True Copies.) 

W. H. SLEEMAN, 

Genl. Supt, 
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148 4Y49 Nuthooa, Brinjarra, Ditto of Barnkurruiij Ditto. 

149 4Y50 Nirmohee, Jemadar, 30 Bhat, Son of Bhopa, a brother-in-law of Jeipore. 

Kancr Dass approver, 

150 4803 Nunda, 25 Goojur, . Brother of Byroom, Ditto. 
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